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All your digital music. All over your house. SM 

With a wireless Sonos® Controller in hand, you’ll have instant access to your entire 
music collection, Internet radio, podcasts, audio books and music services. 

Sonos is the first wireless, multi-room digital music system that lets you play digital 
music all over your house—and control it all from the palm of your hand. 


SMARTHOUSE 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 2006 


BEST OF THE BEST AWARD 



SmartHouse Magazine 

“...nothing does wireless music as simply or as elegantly as the new Sonos Digital Music System. 
This combination of ease-of-use and audiophile-like sound quality means the Sonos is the hottest 
thing to hit hi-fi in years. Truly, the most outstanding product of the year." 

Most Outstanding Product Of The Year - 2006 

CNET UK 

“The ZP80 concretes Sonos’ reign over the wireless streaming world”“The ZP80 is the definitive 
music streaming system and an absolute must for any audiophile who longs for wireless streaming 
without compromising the sound quality of their meticulously hand-picked current components.” 

Editor’s rating - 9.5 Spectacular 


Australian HIFI 



“This is a beautifully crafted system. The seamless way in which the system operates is simply 
magical: it’s by far and away the most user-friendly system of its type I have ever experienced. I’d 
have absolutely no hesitation incorporating the ZP80 into any high-end audiophile system." 





















Tivoli Audio 

Simple. Elegant. Affordable. 


alarm Tivoli Audio 




l [~[ | Made for 

High Fidelity portable iPod system LM iPod 

Not just another “jump on the bandwagon” iPod audio system, the iSongBook brings new and innovative features 
to the table. The iSongBook features an AM/FM radio tuner with alarm function and utilizes the new “Universal 
Docking Station from Apple that fits all iPod models. The iSongBook system features a detachable speaker for 
true stereo separation and easy portability. An AM/FM tuner includes five station presets. The alarm offers the 
choice of waking to your iPod, the radio, or a gentle tone. A credit-card sized remote controls both the iSongBook 
system and most iPod functions. Available in high-gloss white or high-gloss black. $699. 


Perfect for... 


(O 


Outdoors 


Office Travel ^ Home 


Vis 


r be the hottest thing ever seen in an iPod 
and you can always switch to AM or FM 


Portable Audio Laboratory 

The iPAL radio’s auxiliary input connects your iPod, CD player, or any 
other audio device, delivering sound that must be heard to be believed 
from a player this small. The radio features the same renowned AM/FM 
tuner, 5:1 geared-down tuning dial and advanced audio circuitry that 
have made Tivoli Audio radios benchmarks of the audio world. 

The iPAL radio’s environmentally friendly NiMH battery recharges in 
less than three hours, offering up to 16 hours of listening pleasure. All 
this while matching the sleek, modern, white and silver appearance of 
your Apple iPod MP3 player. $349. 

"Whether you're looking for a way to liberate your iPod's tunes or 
you just want a top-notch radio, you can't go wrong with the Tivoli 
Audio iPAL. It remains our favorite portable radio." - CNET 












Listen to the radio. Listen to your iPod. It’s all good. 


High Fidelity iPod Stereo System 


Fjl Made for 

l@l iPod 


Wake in the morning to music you select from your iPod. Tune in to your favorite 
radio stations. Control your music from across the room. The Tivoli Audio iYiYi 
High-Fidelity Stereo System for iPod is the definitive high-end home iPod player. 
Available in high-gloss white or high-gloss black. Just like your iPod. $599. 

“With a digital AM/FM radio, built-in alarm, digital clock, credit card-sized remote control, blue backlit LCD display, 
and Radio Data System (RDS) support , iYiYi offers the ultimate listening experience. 

- TechEBIog. com, June 2006 


For your nearest stockist please contact us or order direct, risk-free, for the above listed Recommended Retail Price plus $25 postage and handling. Cheque or Credit Cards welcome. 


Pty. Ltd. 


Audio Dynamics 

adm cn nnc ncc 7on ^ 


A.B.N. 69 005 965 720 


167 Camberwell Road Hawthorn East, VIC 3123. website: www.audiodynamics.com.au 
Ph. (03) 9882 0372 - Fax (03) 9882 9878 email: info@audiodynamics.com.au 






Amplifi 

2.1 Sound System for iPod 













iTalk Pro 

High-Quality Stereo Mic for iPod 


iKaraoke 


Karaoke for Your iPod 


iTrip Auto 

FM Transmitter and Car Charger for iPod 


. A ILOUNGE 

iPod Accessories 

iPod Cases ■§§ 

Mac/PC Accessories KCESS0BY 

PSP Accessories MAKE ” ,P0D 

buy now at www.griffintechnology.com 
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I love the movie Almost Famous. It is full of special moments that make you feel the power 
of music. How it enters the soul and forces you to sing out loud. In that classic scene on 
the bus where they all sing along with Elton John, I wonder how this kind of scene would 
play out if the tunes were pumping out on an iPod? Where the traditions of rock held more 
cache, it seems most people associate iPods with pop music and consumerism, not with a 
love for the music. 

Well this month we are all about the music, hoisting the flag for all audiophiles who want 
their MP3S and excellent fidelity too. The good news is you can have your cake and eat it. 
We’ve got the details on how to rip music while keeping its soul intact, how to discover 
hot new acts and free, legal music all at the same time, and a guide on getting a set of 
headphones that respects your music as much as you do. 

Digital compression doesn’t have to be a dirty word to music lovers, and we’re here to 
prove it. Next we just have to convince Cameron Crowe to write a scene that evokes the love 
one can share with a song through a click-wheel interface. 

► Seamus 
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Some amazing resources are out there right now, filled with free music from hot bands vying 
for your attention. Penny Jones explores this world of free music, with word from Aussie acts, 
websites and radio stations on how this is changing the industry. 
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Don’t rip the heart from your music when you rip to m P3. Dan Warne shares the know 
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info you need to know what will be right for you. Plus some of the best headphones in 
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Agentl 8 Protection 



i 
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Agentl 8 VideoShield 
Kit for iPod Video 
$59.95 


Features 

- Agentl 8 VideoShield 

- 4 Position Adjustable 
Stand 

- Ultrathin Stainless 
Steel Belt Clip 

- Universal Dock 
Adapter 



Features 

- Clear Polycarbonate 
Case with Screen 
Protection 

- Access to all 
Connectors and Hold 
Switch 


Agentl 8 NanoShield 
for 2nd gen. nano 
$39.95 





Proudly Distributed by 


Available from the Apple Webstore, Apple resellers and all good T DV R YT F woSSs 065 

iPod retailers. ,, 

For your nearest Apple Reseller, go to: http://www.apple.com/au/buy/ WWW.tryanClbyte.COm.au 


. E&OE. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. Prices ( 


t include delivery. 
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News 

Hot links 

www.apple.com/iphone/ 

www.appleinsider.com 



iPhone round-up. It’s been a few months 
since we first heard the news on Apple’s 
upcoming iPhone, so that gives us a chance 
to step back and look at the device without 
‘announcement fever’ getting in the way. 

Is it really going to be as good as Steve Jobs 
is touting? 

So it is a widescreen iPod, a sexy new 
phone, an Internet device, and runs widgets 
designed for this special version of os x. 
Great, but do those functions deliver the 
quality of experience you expect from 
similar, stand alone devices? 

For one thing, it isn’t quite the video iPod 
we’ve been hoping for again, and again, and 
again. It can handle widescreen video, that’s 
a fact, but the limited memory capacity will 
make for only limited use. Add to that the 
concern over poor battery life in the iPhone, 
and this doesn’t quite deliver a go anywhere, 
watch anything video device. 

As an Internet device, it is hampered by 
slow data rates over edge networking, 
though in a Wi-Fi environment it should do 
a very nice job. The touch screen interface 
does make it a very efficient tool for 
browsing faster than any handheld before it. 
Likewise the phone functionality seems to 


be well conceived, with the new voicemail 
features a real breakthrough in usability. 

But again we return to one of the crippling 
factors — battery life. Without it, the 
iPhone will cause a lot of grief for users now 
accustomed to days worth of battery life 
from their mobile phones. 

The big news for Australia is we shouldn’t 
expect the iPhone to arrive until 2008. The 
even bigger news is that by that time, the 
iPhone may well have evolved into a hsdpa 
handset, which seems a much better fit 
with its advanced features than operating 
over slower data networks. In the us, 3G 
networks are very limited, while here and 
in Europe it is much more widespread. 
Could this be why there was always a 
planned delay of six months between us 
release and abroad? 

Will this be a winner? In the end, like 
any ‘super’ concept, its blessing is its curse. 
iPhone is very prescriptive of what it can 
and cannot be used for, which means it 
offers many reasons why it isn’t quite what 
any particular person will need. More 
reasons to say ‘no’ mean less people saying 
‘yes’ — obvious, I know. But the iPod was 
a winner through its simplicity, and the 
iPhone seems like it could be a little too 
complicated for its own good. 

For all the specs on the iPhone, hit the 
Apple site. 


All flash iPod line up - coming soon? 

Could Apple be getting ready to move to an 
all flash memory line up at the end of the 
year? That’s one analyst’s prediction, with 
a sweet spot 32GB flash disk set to hit an 
attractive price point by around that time. 

Reported in Apple Insider, Jesse Tortora 
of Prudential Equity Group argues that 
hard drives might be ready to cross the 
ioogb barrier soon, but the “non-cost 
advantages” of flash would outweigh the 
cost premium. 


“While the higher capacities would allow for 
more video storage, we view battery life as 
the key consideration for a move to flash.” 

Battery life has always been an issue for 
video on iPod, and a shift to flash would 
offer a bump from around 3.5 hours up to 
5.5 hours of video playback — far more 
useful on a long trip. 

Less internal space needed for a hard drive 
would also mean fresh form factors could be 
in the pipeline. And we’re always happy to see 
new device designs coming out of Cupertino. 


Correction. On page 38 of the December 
issue of Player, a showcase item (lower right 
hand corner) was referred to as the Griffin 
iTalk Pro. This item was, in fact, the Griffin 
iTrip Dock. We apologise for any confusion 
that may have been caused. 













ii 



dlo trans 

Latest generation of the award-winning TransPod 
the best-selling way to play and charge 
your iPod on the road. Now with video output for 
showing iPod downloads on your 
mobile video systems. 





dlo home deluxe 


All-in-one way to connect your iPod 

to your home TV and stereo. Out of the box wireless. 

Enjoy your iPod music & movie library from your 


sofa. 





dlo action 

3 functions in 1: protective case, rotating belt clip 
and workout-ready armband. Polyurethane-coated 
neoprene case absorbs shock and repels dirt and moisture 


dlo iboom 

Compatible with all dockable iPods 
Supreme portability. Charges your iPod 
while it’s docked. Alarm Clock & Sleep function 
White and Graphite 


your ipod :: your lifestyle :: your choice 


'4 

Available from all major retailers For local resellers contact hipgizmos.com For more product details visit dlo.com 


phone 03 9532 3300 fax 03 9532 3211 email sales@iworldaustralia.com.au web iworldaustralia.com.au 










12 ► PLAYER 


PLAY BY PLAY 


News 



Hot links 

http://www.apple.com/hotnews/ 

thoughtsonmusic/ 


Video ready to walk the Walk. First it was 
Microsoft with their Zune, now it is Sony 
and their ‘brand most likely’ — the video 
Walkman. 

The Sony n w-a8oo is a flash-based 
media player, with a nice 2-inch widescreen 
for watching videos. Sizes range from 2gb 
to 8 gb, which still seems a little small 
for video, but it will playback h .264, 
so you could certainly fit quite a few tv 
shows or a couple of movies onto the 8 gb 
model. The whole thing appears a lot 
like a mobile phone, with a few simple 
buttons making for a comfortable looking 
interface. Playback times are claimed at 30 
hours audio and 8 hours video — pretty 
impressive. 

The available information is from the 
Sony in Europe, and prices are a bit steep 
compared to similar products in the market 
at the equivalent of a $ 4 9 4. 

Like the Zune, we haven’t heard any local 
release announcements. Unlike the Zune, 
this seems like a player that isn’t choked by 
proprietary digital rights controls (yes, iPod 
is too, but it holds the cards) and may well 
find a very lucrative niche in the market. 



Jobs on DRM: let’s ditch it. He is a master 
of hype, so it was quite a stir caused recently 
when Steve Jobs wrote an open letter 
on why he would like to get rid of digital 
protection measures on the music sold on 
the iTunes Store. 

With all the legal issues Apple is dealing 
with in Europe over access to their FairPlay 
rights management system, Jobs thought it 
was time to look into the future and offer his 
take on what Apple would like to see. 

“The simplest answer is... drms haven’t 
worked, and may never work, to halt music 
piracy. Much of the concern over drm 
systems has arisen in European countries. 
Perhaps those unhappy with the current 
situation should redirect their energies 
towards persuading the music companies to 
sell their music drm- free.” 

Jobs believes the death of drm is “clearly 
the best alternative for consumers, and 
Apple would embrace it in a heartbeat.” 


There have been many responses to these 
statements. The recording industry thought 
this meant Apple would allow others to 
use their drm system (wrong); consumer 
advocates called on Jobs to put up and 
push music publishers to deliver drm -free 
content; most interesting of all, independent 
artists felt this was hypocrisy, as they claim 
that they cannot distribute their content 
drm -free on iTunes Store even when they 
ask to do so. 

It is clear a big emphasis of the letter Jobs 
wrote was to argue that no user is beholden 
to Apple iTunes Store because of the 
FairPlay system — important if Apple is to 
hold its ground in Europe. But he is right to 
point out that while digital music is tightly 
controlled, cds continue to offer drm -free 
access to music, and still sell at ten times the 
rate of downloads. So why is there so much 
focus on controlling the digital? 

At least one publisher (emi) looks like 
trialling a drm -free online store. If that 
goes well, could we finally see the end of a 
system where incompatibility is the order 
of the day? ■ 











Viewing just got smarter ... 

smartTV 


smart television group 


Watch what you want, when you want, how you want 


MicroOptical's myvu™ Made for 
iPod® edition is the perfect 
solution for viewing any mobile 
video. 


Compatible with any video iPod, 
myvu includes a built-in video 
viewing and audio system, 
an ultra-thin battery pack for up 
to eight hours of viewing time, 
protective iPod case, and small 
pendant for easy access to 
controls. 


" personal media viewer 

Made for iPod edition 


Test drive your myvu™ today at a Techtools® reseller near you! 

Fora list of resellers visit www.techtools.com.au 


vu" is a trademark of The MicroOptical Corporation. "iPod" is a trademark of Apple Computer Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries, 
is a trade mark of Smart Television Group registered in Australia and other countries. Techtools" is a registered trademark of Techtools 11 Austral! 

a division of Smart Television Group 
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PLAY BY PLAY 


By Christopher Breen, 

Seamus Byrne cf Dan Frakes 

iPod: 

Next Generation 

All the latest updates: 
should you be buying? 

Hot links 

www.apple.com/au/ipod/ 



iPod Video. Although the updated 5G 
iPod isn’t the ‘true video iPod’ many have 
been hoping for, it’s a solid upgrade from 
its predecessor. It is offering useful new 
software features for watching video, 
playing games, and browsing music, as 
well as improved hardware in the form 
of a brighter screen, better battery life, 
and better earbuds. And you get all of 
these improvements — plus, in the case 
of the larger model, 2ogb more storage 
space — for less money than each model’s 
predecessor. 


N o major updates since last we met, 
unfortunately. Though the iPhone has 
been announced, we won’t be seeing it here 
until 2008, and we can’t be sure exactly 
what its specs will be until closer to that 
time. For those new to iPod, the question 
still remains — which one is right for you? 


I still lament the fact that Apple no longer 
includes a power adapter with recent iPods, 
and if you’ve got a well-organized music 
Library, the new Search feature is more 
interesting than useful, but if your heart isn’t 
set on a ‘real’ video iPod — whenever that 
might appear (think iPhone sans phone) — 
the new 5G iPods are compelling products. 
Capacity & Price: 30GB, $380; 8ogb, $499. 
Ideal Usage & User: We’re still talking about 
the ultimate iPod, best suited to those with 
massive music libraries, and anyone who 
wants a media player with the massive range 
of accessories only the iPod can deliver. 


- ip^a — 



Photo* 

> 

Extras 

> 

Settings 

> 

Shuffle Songs 



MENU 



iPod nano. The second-generation iPod 
nano is both a welcome step back to the 
more colourful (and scratch-resistant) 
days of the iPod mini and a moderate step 
forward in functionality. This middle-child 
iPod feels and looks great with its rugged 
aluminium finish and bright display. 
Apple’s done nice things with power 
management to allow the nano to play for 
24-plus hours on a single charge. And the 
ability to record high-quality voice memos 
(through a Belkin TuneTalk or XtremeMac 
MicroMemo) and more easily search 
your portable music collection are nice 


enhancements — though, like me, you may 
find the click-a-letter search feature more 
trouble than it’s worth. All in all, this is a 
worthy successor to the original nano and 
it is clearly a big hit in the market. 

Capacity & Price: 2gb, $219; 4GB, $299; 
8gb, $380. 

Ideal Usage & User: The nano is still 
Apple’s most fashionable iPod. For those 
who have held onto their mini, you can 
finally upgrade to its spiritual successor. 

The Nike + kit also makes the nano a serious 
force in any exercise regime. 



iPod shuffle. This great little iPod is super 
robust, holds more than enough music for 
even a day-long workout, and is priced 
to move. The shuffle’s small size is a 
testament to efficient engineering, but it 
also could be easier to use and it will go 
missing more often than larger iPods. It 
may not be the best-sounding player that 
Apple’s made, but given the environment 
it’s likely to be used in — during workouts 
or for kicking around when a larger iPod is 
just too much to carry — it’s more than a 
capable musical companion. 


The 2G iPod shuffle is the perfect first iPod 
for kids and those who, inexplicably, have 
yet to own an iPod as well as a worthy 
second, third, or fourth player for current 
iPod owners. The new range of colours is a 
welcome boost to this little dazzler. 
Capacity & Price: igb, $119. 

Ideal Usage & User: : We thought the last 
shuffle was miniscule? Now you can really 
take your iPod anywhere. If you aren’t 
interested in Nike + , this is the perfect 
model for exercising. ■ 
























How are those New Years resolutions coming along? 

Get Fit! Get Organised! Relax! 



Sportsuit Relay case 
and Nike + Kit only $95 



Apple Macbook 
Intel Laptops from $1689 



iPod speaker systems 
starting at $79 


Brand new products for 2007! 

Available online @ buymac.com.au 


Lift your laptop to a comfortable 
viewing height and reclaim 
your desktop with the Elevator 
desktop stand. 




NEW BOSE In-Ear Headphones! 
Experience Lifelike Sound... 
Offering a remarkably comfortable 
and stable fit, the new Bose In-Ear 
Headphones deliver lifelike sound 
for your listening pleasure. 



Apple TV brings the iTunes media experience to the living room, 
allowing you to: 

• Enjoy your collection of movies, TV shows, music, podcasts, and photos on your TV 

• Sync content automatically from your iTunes library to the Apple TV hard drive 

• Stream content from one primary computer and up to five additional computers 

• Browse and control media using the simple Apple Remote and Front Row interface 



. I I 

_^ .1, Ii n I nmummwmP 


BUY MAC (1800 289 622) 




















Altec Lansing 


miNES & VIDEO 
WHEREVER 
YOU GO! 


IN S| Ng 


inlTlatian 


imBnn 


Made for 


ROCK YOUR SENSES 


PORTABLE 

PRACTICAL 

POWERFUL 

The iM600 outblasts anything in the same class 
using SFX stereo technology and dual 2-inch 
neodymium drivers. It’s portable, so take it 
anywhere you please and listen to your favourite 
tunes for up to seven hours using the included 
rechargeable batteries. Not enough? The iM600 
also has an FM radio function and can double as 
a clock radio! AC adapter and remote control 
included. 


AWARD 
WINNING 

FINALIST AUDIO 

Your video iPod is now officially awesome! This 
CES 2007 best in show finalist will blow you and 
your friends away as the 8.5-inch high resolution 
widescreen display brings your iPod to life. But 
don’t just satisfy your eyes, the iMV712 also 
contains dual 3-inch neodymium speakers and a 
built in 4-inch side firing subwoofer to take all 
your senses to task! AC adaptor and remote 
control included. 



AUDION! ! ii : : AUDION AUSTRALIA - Ph 1300 300 364 Fax 1300 304 364 





MUSIC! REVOLUTION ■■ ■ ■■ 


By Penny Jones 

Feeling guilty about all those illegal music 
downloads? Well now you can download your 
favourite music for free through legal channels 
endorsed by the artist — you just have to 
know where to look . 

Hot links 

www.myspace.com/boneinfekta 

www.myspace.com/themojada 

www.fbi.org.au 

www.triplejunearthed.com 

www.myspace.com/olloollo 

www.ollo.net.au 

www.myspace.com/ingaingaliljestrom 

www.ingaliljestrom.com 


I n a small room in a quiet street just off Newtown’s eclectic King 
Street a little known musician — or so he thought — was busting 
out the beats, creating music only his housemates got to here 
through a tightly closed door. Well-produced for a home a job of any 
standards — Bonesonly, as he is known on MySpace — had given 
up on commercial music industry channels, having had no response 
from any of the labels presented with his demo of all his best work 
to date. 

So you can imagine his surprise when Bonesonly — real name 
Adam Beaumont — realised he had a fan base which stretched 
across the globe. And these people, without him even knowing, were 
paying for downloads of his music. 

How did it get online in the first place? Beaumont is still to work 
that one out with the help of apra (the Australasian Performing 
Right Association — the governing body for artists), which has come 
on board to investigate the distribution riddle. And fingers crossed 
he will eventually see some return for the funds already made out of 
his copyrighted material. ► 
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Free download outlets 

Forget peer-to-peer. The going is now hot for free 
legal downloads for your iPod. Here are some 
examples of avenues you may want to investigate 
in your search for the new and upcoming. And 
you may find a few of your favourite tracks along 
the way. 

www.MySpace.com 

Look up and listen to all your fave bands. More 
than 3 million online. 

www.itunes.com.au 

Weekly upcoming artist from popular genres 
offered. 

Supporting local artists 
www.triplejunearthed.com 

An online competition set up by youth radio 
station jjj that allows local unsigned acts to post 
music online for the rest of Australia to hear. 

www.jhi.org.au 

Sydney alternative radio station offering 
thousands of free downloads from existing and 
up and coming local artists as well as radio mix 
podcasts and more. 

Local labels and distributors 
www.interia-music.com 

Independent record company supporting a range 
of acts. 

With a local and international flavour 
www.inthemix.com.au 

Electronic music website that also offers 
podcasts of the hottest electronic acts from 
Australia and overseas. 

www.fasterlouder.com.au 

The rock brother of inthemix, faster louder offers 
music from new and upcoming bands from 
around the world. 

Different sounds from around the world 
www.jamendo.com 

Everthing under the sun from metal to piano and 
ska to easy listening. 

The artists themselves 

Heard someone you like? Don’t underestimate 
what an artist themselves will give away to a fan. 


h 


INGA LIL JEST ROM 


■■ ■ ■ 


But this is — perhaps not on the surface — a story that adds 
hope, especially if you take in mind the online success of other 
leading artists who have used their own free lines of distribution 
to propel themselves into the minds and hearts of audiences 
around the world. 

Stories of rags to riches are now rife in the industry which is fast 
proving that success can be found before a record label finds you. 

The uk’s Arctic Monkeys owe their popularity purely to online 
channels. Adoring fans who loved their sound placed tracks online 
following the distribution of a home-copied demo cd at one of their 
gigs. This lead to their first record deal with Domino in 2005, and 
more recently the accolade of Time Magazine’s Album of the Year 
for 2006 with Whatever People Say lam, That’s What I’m Not. 

Gnarles Barkley — the duo comprised of d j Danger Mouse and 
rapper Cee-Lo Green — released their first single Crazy online. 

It quickly catapulted to number one on the British Singles Charts 
based on download figures alone — a world first. 

And then we all know the story of cute, attitude-laden Lily Allen, 
who used her MySpace site for distribution following a breakdown 
with her production company — this brought her more attention 
then any previous label efforts ever had. 

All of these artists are part of a growing movement of musicians 
that are using the free gimmick to lure the world, in return for 
huge amounts of exposure. They rely heavily on the type of pull 
marketing previously only seen through alternate airwaves and low- 
budget community radio stations, as opposed to the push big labels 
have had through extensive marketing and promotional campaigns 
in the past. 

In return, what these artists are offering you, the iPod user, is 
an opportunity at a scale never seen before to grow your own MP3 
collection with a range of new and different music from little-known 
artists that exist right under your nose. 
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Come into MySpace. Since as far back as most can remember the 
Australian music scene has revolved around the pub. Fledging bands 
play here, desperately hoping to move patrons off their seats and 
over to the stack of demos for sale by the door. 

For an artist such as Sydney-based Inga Liljestrom, however, the 
four walls of the local, while packed with opportunity, had nothing 
on the opportunities a presence on a community website such as 
MySpace can bring. 

“With MySpace, and other sites that allow people to listen to 
music online, getting your work heard has definitely become easier,” 
Liljestrom says. “It is not only about the locals who hear you at the 
pub anymore — it is about a world wide community of people. The 
local artist is now accessible on an international scale.” 

Liljestrom has been known to Australian audiences through her work 
with successful bands such as Sydney’s Gerling — she sung on their 
hit Dust Me Selecta — and ‘90s darlings dig (Directions in Groove). 

Her own haunting melodies composed for cds such as Elk, and the 
self-produced Urchin have also appeared on Australian movies such as 
Angst. But few had heard of Liljestrom beyond these endeavours. 

“My MySpace site has really opened up a lot of doors for me — I 
just signed a European deal for the distribution of my cd which also 
includes a tour. MySpace gave the distributors over there access to 
my music.” 

Like most artists, Liljestrom only offers a tease of what she has for 
sale free on MySpace — two beautifully haunting tracks that have 
already earned her close to 4000 visits while promoting sales of her 
cd through Groovescooter, her independent distribution label. 

“Of course the sound quality is never going to be as good as what 
you get on cd — that is what keeps people buying the real thing. 

But this approach does allow you to take some control of your 
music — having music free online is definitely a big step forward for 
the artist.” 


And MySpace too. Bondi band Mojada will agree. It did not take 
long before they realised it takes more than sunshine-fresh catchy 
tunes to lure in today’s listener. Deciding three years ago that the 
music was truly in their bones, Mojada’s members set up their 
own independent label — J Dog Records — to overcome their own 
problems with distribution. 

Marcus Yellini, vocalist and guitarist with the band, said like many 
burgeoning artists Mojada had grown jaded with the larger music 
industry, despite getting rave reviews from audiences which heard 
the band during tours of the east coast. 

“We had kept a close eye on the industry and it seemed like here 
in Australia, where it is such a small market, it can be extremely 
difficult to see any return from your band,” Yellini says. “The types of 
percentages labels were given back to bands meant you would have 
to sell a hell of a lot of records to make a cent. 

“We had a lot of success jumping into our car and just rolling into a 
town and after a few years of doing that we could not work out why 
the band was not moving forward, but then we found MySpace .” 

All of Mojada’s singles can be downloaded free off their www. 
myspace.com/themojada page, which records about 100 to 200 
visits per day from fans not only in Australia, but over the world. 

This popularity has also helped distributor mgm bring Mojada 
to the attention of the Australia’s meticulous crew of iTunes 
programmers, which are constantly on the ball for new artists to 
feature as their free weekly download. 

Since then more than 4000 iPod users have downloaded Mojada’s 
work free of charge, giving the band the same type of exposure 
popular Australian power trio Wolfmother used to start their 
journey to the top the charts around the world. 

“We have always been of the belief that if the music is good, the 
people will find it,” Yellini says. “There are more than three million 
bands on MySpace but all it takes is a few friend requests, ► 
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and a nice personal touch when it comes to responding to fans, and 
you will get the people and the publicity you really want from it — it 
really is a move towards the utopian music world.” 

You just never know who’ll be there. It is not only fans that are 
cluing in to My Space as a way to find new and free music online. Dan 
Silber is the program manager of Sydney youth radio station FBi 
Radio (94.5FM) — one of the most cutting edge community stations 
in regards to its online presence in Australia. 

Since starting full time broadcast in August 2003 with the aim of 
reaching an audience hungry for alternative and new and music, 

FBi has not only offered online radio but an Mp3 page featuring 
emerging artists. More than 65,000 hits are recorded on www. 
fbi.org.au each month, making it one of the top five visited radio 
websites in the country. 

On a regular basis Silber and other presenters at the station will 
scour through the MySpace pages to research new and interesting 
music suitable for the station’s target audience. 

“It is pretty phenomenal just what is out there — and you know 
that if it is available on MySpace through an artist’s own page it is 
there legally for you to take.” Silber says. 

The ethos of radio? The popularity of the free download has been 
just one driving force behind FBi’s desire to promote free content. 

“We have been aware for a very long time of the importance of 
having free music to publicise and support what it is we do, as well 
as the artists we support,” Silber says. “If people hear something on 
the radio they like they instantly want to have sense of ownership of 
it — they want to take it home and play it whenever they like.” 

“And today more and more artists are making their music 
available to some extent for free, be it from their own websites or in 
places like MySpace. Even a lot of labels and distribution companies 
are getting in on the act. By erasing the cost incurred with producing 


a physical cd they can really gauge just how much interest there 
is in someone before they invest — it puts a lot of artists on a level 
playing field.” 

One of Australia’s most successful online radio sites to date 
— Triple J’s Unearthed site at www.triplejunearthed.com — was 
only launched last year. But already Unearthed, which was based on 
an eight-year running competition for unsigned Australian talent, 
features free downloads of thousands of new artists, and even more 
user hits. 

For those who have been living under a rock, airplay on Triple J is 
the pinnacle for most alternative Australian artists. Unearthed is a 
new way for these artists to place their music right under the nose of 
jjj presenters. 

Home and Hosed jjj announcer Caroline Tran says a large portion 
of her research is done using Unearthed. She plays at least a few new 
tracks from it each night. 

“I am very conscious about keeping my finger on pulse, and 
Unearthed provides one of the best ways of doing that. The amount 
of music on the site far exceeds the amount of music I get in the 
mail. And now, to be honest, in some cases to open the mail, read 
the bio and put the cd in my player can all seem a bit much. Online 
music has made it so easy,” Tran says. 

“Any Australian band that is unsigned can upload their music to 
Unearthed but better still, they can view how the online audience 
rates them, how many people listen to their songs, and listeners 
can review their work — so for an artist it is also an amazing form 
of feedback.” 

Unearthed — but uprooted? Deb Suckling, project officer for 
Queensland music industry network Q Music, which promotes 
and guides local up and coming artists on industry dealings, is 
another person who cannot speak highly enough of sites such as 
jjj’s Unearthed. 









Your Path to Language Success 



With Language Now! by Transparent Language. 


4 Steps to Language Success: 



1. Install on your 
computer and quickly 
learn common words 
and phrases with the 
breakthrough flash card 
learning system. 



2. Build your language 
comprehension by 
watching videos and 
listening to native 
speakers participate in 
everyday conversations. 



3. Develop your 
language skills with 
listening and speaking 
activities, games and 
excercises - as well as 
conversation practice. 



4.Take your learning with you using 
companion flashcard programs for PDAs, 
iPods and other MP3 players. Just load and 
learn on the go! Tracks include single 
words as well as common phrases. 


Available for Macintosh and Windows platforms. 
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For your local stockist of Transparent 
Language software, please call Try and Byte. 


Proudly Distributed by 

Unit 17,2a Herbert St, St Leonards NSW 2065 
Tel ( 02 ) 9906 5227 • Fax (02) 9906 5605 

www.tryandbyte.com.au 
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With two record labels under her belt — the independent SugerRush 
and Funk Folk Records — Suckling says Unearthed is one of her first 
stops for tracking down new sounds, trends and acts. 

“Obviously MySpace is large, and it is international, and we tell all 
our artists to make sure they have something up there, but there is a 
lot to sift through,” Suckling says. 

“But this does not mean we are not being careful about telling 
artists what they should offer for free.” 

Suckling raises an ongoing argument that has spawned from the 
days back when we used to copy cassette recordings as kids — how 
will the artist make money? While all the signs have pointed to 
increased sales from touring, Suckling believes the artist should still 
make an effort to “sell” their music online. 

“You still need to carve out a living and while, in many cases, 
artists will say they make no money whatsoever from physical 
distribution of cds — which is fair enough — the truth is people are 
starting to get used to the idea of paying for downloads. It is still up 
to the artist to encourage this,” Suckling says. 

The sale of MP3S has grown dramatically already in Canada and 
the us in recent times, and Suckling says that she believes that with 
the right coaxing Australia will follow. “It is all about training the 
listener now. Sure, give them a bit of a tease with some free stuff, 
but make them pay for the whole album.” 

“You pay a dollar for a pack of chewing gum — so why not for 
a song?” 

Sydney artist Alex Crowfoot — one half of electronic outfit olio 
which has supported popular acts such as Matthew Herbert and 
Ninja Tunes’ artist Neotropic, among others — has a similar attitude. 

“I’m in two minds about the free download thing because you’re 
setting up an expectation that music is free. That sounds great in 
theory but how does anyone expect their favourite bands to keep 
going?” Crowfoot asks. 

But on the other side of the fence, Crowfoot does admit industry 
change has been required for some time. 

“But it is about time someone shook up the accountants that 
have taken over a lot of major labels — complacency is the enemy 
of creativity, so in some ways what’s happening [with free 
downloads online] is like an extension of punk — a return to diy 
(do it yourself).” 

Olio offers a few of its older tracks free of charge to listeners on 
its MySpace site at www.myspace.corn/olloollo and official website at 
www.ollo.net.au — all other tracks must be purchased through the 
correct channels. But this still means there is a little gimmick to get 
you in. 

So where will all these free downloads online eventually lead? 
Artists are increasingly looking to sell content online, but for every 
established artist looking to get ahead — with the lure of something 
free — there is an artist that has become established that can afford 
to push you that little further. 

Someone like Bonesonly could be lured out of the bedroom and on 
to a stage near you, given enough online hits in the meantime, and 
create a new run for the music industry’s money that could pave the 
way for more emerging artists in future. ■ 
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PLAYBOOK 


By Anthony Caruana 

iPod for 
Presentations 


Tired of lugging laptops to and from 
meetings just for a quick presentation? 
Now you can run the whole thing from 
your iPod. Here's how you do it. 



Slideshow Settings 

SI 

Time Per Slide 

> 

Music 

> 

Repeat 

Off 

Shuffle Photos 

Off 

Transitions 

> 

TV Out 

Ask 

TV Signal 

PAL 


T9 




Common formats 

PowerPoint Movie (QufckTf'ne Format) 
PowerPomt Package 
Wtb Page {HTML} 


Design Template 
Outline Ifceh Text Forma® 
PowerPoint Show 


PICT {Macintosh Picture) 



PMC (Portable Network Graphics): 


N ot many people take advantage of all 
the great things their iPod can do. Sure, 
it’s a great music player and you can use it 
to watch movies or look at photos but 
there’s a little more to it. Using a 5th- 
generation iPod, you can take advantage 
of its video output capability for displaying 
presentations. You’ll need an iPod video 
cable or an iPod Dock, S-Video cable and 
Apple Remote Control. 


Making a show. The first port of call is your 
presentation software. I’ll use Apple’s Keynote 
3 but the same principles apply to PowerPoint 
on a Mac or pc. There will be a few limitations 
you’ll need to consider. For starters, you won’t 
be able to embed video into your presentation 
— stick with images. Secondly, builds are a 
no-no. If you need to add things to a slide in 
order, you’ll need to create a separate slide for 
each element you want to add. If you’re using 
Keynote, the export feature will do this for 
you automatically. 

With those caveats in mind create your 
presentation. 

Once you’re done, export your presentation 
as a series of images. In Keynote this is done 
from the File ► Export menu. For PowerPoint 
use the File ► Save As dialog and change 
the Format to jpeg. PowerPoint will create 
a folder on your system, named after the 
filename of the presentation, and dump the 
images there for you. 


iPod Settings. The images you saved now 
need to be added to your iPhoto library 
and then synced to your iPod. Create a 
new Album (not a Slideshow) in iPhoto 
and copy the images you exported into it, 
making sure they’re listed in the correct 
order. Check your iPod options so that the 
images are downloaded to your iPod. Once 
they’re on your iPod, you’ll need to amend 
a few settings. From the iPod’s main menu 
go to Photos ► Slideshow Settings and set 
the following items. 


Q sa % oj ea © © 

Q»dtT«fre PowerPoint POT nases Flash OVO HTML 


Create a separate image file for eacir side. 

StMles: ©Alt 

QFrwn: I to: 1 

3? Create an image for each stage of builds 
Q Export images into iPhoto 

fcipiiret tPbsSB S or.iaw 


Format JPEG (variable quality) 


Time Per Slide 

Manual 

Music 

Off 

Repeat 

Off 

Shuffle Photos 

Off 


Transitions Choose an option that will 


suit your show. Dissolve 
tends to work well for 
presentations. 


TV Out 

Ask 

TV Signal 

pal for Aussie tvs, ntsc if 
you’re using one in the us. 


Test your presentation out on the iPod’s 
screen before connecting it to a projector or 
tv. In fact, this can be handy for rehearsals 
while on the way to your presentation. 

Once your slides and the iPod are ready 
you’ll need to connect to the projector or 
screen you’ll be using. As the iPod lacks a 
vga or dvi output, you’ll have to use either 
S-Video or composite connection. 

Test the presentation on an external 
screen before the main event. Check the 
images are clean and the fonts are easy to 
read. This quick test gives you a chance to 
change things if you need to. 

Once everything’s connected, navigate 
to the slideshow on your iPod (Photos ► 
Library Name) and press the Play/Pause 
button. If you press the Select button, you’ll 
be able to view your photos on the iPod 
but not on the external display. A prompt 
will appear on the iPod asking you whether 
you’d like the tv output on or off. 

To step out of presentation mode use the 
Select button on the iPod. If you need to 
return to the slides later, just navigate to the 
slide you want to start from on your iPod 
(this won’t be visible on the external screen) 
and hit the Play/Pause button to continue 
from this point. 

Now you’re all set! Get ready to blow 
that audience away with your stylish iPod 
presentation system. ■ 

Check the venue 

Remember to check what the projector access 
is like at the venue. If using the Apple iPod av 
Cable you’ll need to have your iPod in hand, 
which means very little room to move. Best 
to use the iPod dock and an Apple remote 
control. You’ll need line of sight to your 
iPod but you won’t be tethered, giving more 
freedom to interact with your audience. 


Qualiy: 
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Yamaha Y-Cube - NXA01 
Compact Speaker 

The Y-Cube is a cute and 
compact cube-shaped 
powered speaker delivering 
great audio and surprisingly 
big bass to complement your 
portable audio device. The 
Y-Cube utilises Yamaha’s 
new SR-Bass (Swing Radiator 
Bass™) technology to 
maximise internal energy to 
produce bass that is deeper 
and more powerful than 
you would think possible 
from a compact speaker. At 
less than 9 cm on each side 
and weighing only 3 iog this 
speaker is ideal for use with 
your iPod and other portable 
audio players that will instantly 
fill the room with sound. 
rrp $149.00 Y-Cube 
nxaoib/w 

iPod is a trademark of Apple 
Computer, Inc., registered in the us 
and other countries. 


tel 1300 739 411 
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XtremeMac MicroMemo 

A Hi-Fi Digital audio recorder for iPod with video. Plugs 
into your dock connector to capture audio directly to your 
iPod. Playback is instant through the built-in speaker or your 
earphones. With one-touch recording using iPod’s high-fidelity 
audio capability and works without batteries or cables. 

RRR $99 inc cst 



Luna puts a new spin on traditional alarm clocks by letting you 
customize your sleeping and waking experience. Outstanding 
audio is provided by two precision speakers and a two-channel 
amplifier. User-friendly controls let you either set the basic 
alarm function, or customize settings like alarm volume, display 
brightness, snooze time and much more. RRP $299 inc cst 



XtremeMac Tango iPod Speaker 

Tango is a 2.1 Digital Audio Speaker System for iPod that 
delivers big sound from a compact, elegant package. Two 
mid-range speakers, two tweeters and a downward-firing 
subwoofer throw out high quality audio. Tango will charge 
your iPod whenever it’s docked, and you can control the 
system with your iPod, or the included wireless remote. It can 
also be intergrated into your home entertainment system. 

RRP $349 inc cst 



XtremeMac Airplay Boost 

Airplay™ Boost will tune to any fm frequency so you can listen 
to your iPod in the car or anywhere you have an fm radio. 
Tuning, settings and all controls are displayed on your iPod’s 
screen. The external aerial provides a stronger clearer fm 
signal. Available for iPod Nano and iPod with Video. 

RRP $99 inc cst 



Logic 3 iStation7 iPod speaker system 

The Logic 3 iStationy is a feature packed speaker system for 
iPod, which enables users to listen, sync and recharge their 
iPod. The unique 2.1 Subwoofer system provides a big sound 
from a compact portable unit. Includes a Multi Function ir 
R emote Control. The unit can be powered from the ac mains 
adaptor (supplied) or from 6 x aa batteries. Available in black 
or white. RRP $149 incGST 


Klipsch iCroove HG 

Klipsch iGroove hg is a convenient all-in-one digital music 
system that delivers audiophile-quality sound everywhere you 
need it. iGroove not only accepts and charges all dockable 
iPods, it also works with the Shuffle, and a variety of other 
Mp3 players. Now available in High Gloss Black colour. 
rrp $399 inc cst 


Products distributed by Powermove Distribution 
Contact Powermove for your nearest stockist 


tel 03 9464 4999 ► fax 03 9464 7799 ► email sales@powermove.com.au 
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Griffin RoadTrip 

RoadTrip makes enjoying an iPod in the car convenient and 
easy. By plugging it into any auto 12 volt power outlet, the 
RoadTrip can then be set to broadcast your music to any fm 
frequency from 88.1 to 107.9. With its removable transmitter 
module it can also broadcast music from a Mac or pc. 
Available in charcoal or white. RRP $149.95 inc cst 



Griffin iTalk Pro 

Whether you’re taking lecture notes, conducting an interview, 
or just want to bring the sounds of the great outdoors indoors, 
your only limitations are your iPod’s capacity, and your own 
imagination. iTalk’s twin built-in mics record directly to your iPod, 
adjustable gain settings give you control over the volume, and 
you can even use external microphones. RRP $89.95 inc cst 


(gpiffin) 


I 



Griffin TuneCenter 

Griffin Tunecenter is the centre of your home entertainment 
universe. Attach TuneCenter to your television and stereo for 
viewing photos, watching video, listening to your iPod music 
library. TuneCenter turns your iPod into a complete Home 
Media Center. Compatible with iPod Nano Gen 1 and Gen 2, 
iPod with Video or iPod Photo. RRP $259 inc cst 


Griffin iKaraoke 

Sends music from your iPod to your stereo minus the lead 
vocals, so you can step up to the mic and sing the lead in your 
favorite tunes. Pause the music, scan forward or backward, or 
temporarily add the vocals back in to help you find your place. 
Includes reverb effects. iKaraoke hooks up to your stereo via line- 
in cable, or wirelessly through your fm receiver. 

RRP $89.95 inc cst 




iRec Video Recorder for iPod 

iRec allows you to record almost any video source direct to 
your video iPod. Set the timer record function or simply record 
what you are watching, the iRec does everything for you. 
Records, sets the resolution and compresses the file ready for 
watching on your iPod. Simply synchronise your recorded files 
with iTunes to keep your library up to date. RRP $299 inc cst 


Griffin iTrip Auto 

iTrip Auto’s large, easy-to-read backlit lcd screen affords 
quick, precise station selection and easy status at a glance. 
iTrip Auto uses the audio line out from the dock connector of 
your iPod and optimizes the output volume. Speaker volume 
can be controlled solely from the car stereo controls; you 
won’t have to touch your iPod to adjust the volume level. 

RRP $109.95 inccsT 


Products distributed by Powermove Distribution 
Contact Powermove for your nearest stockist 


tel 03 9464 4999 ► fax 03 9464 7799 ► email sales@powermove.com.au 
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iSkin Vibes by tokidoki 

Vibes showcase some of the latest tokidoki creations, adding 
sophisticated fun and flair to portable music while making 
a cutting-edge fashion statement with the best protection 
available for your iPod. The tokidoki brand is favored by 
such fashion leaders as Jessica Alba and Fergie from pop 
sensations the Black Eyed Peas. 

RRP $ 49*95 iPod Nano $69.95 iPod Video 




Removable shock absorbing rubber ends 
Multi-position Neoprene Armband 
Stainless Steel & Polycarbonate Belt Clip 
Universal Dock Connector 
Please Note: Belt Clip is in black 
NanoShield Cover 

• Fits 2CB, 4GB & 8gb models (aluminium nano only). 

• Simple snap on/off design 

• Clear polycarbonate back and front with lens protection 

• Access to all connectors 8c hold switch 

• Works with Apple lanyard headphones 

RRP $ 49.95 




Kensington 


Si go 


World Book 07 by Software MacKiev with iPod Media Export 

Export all sounds, video clips and animations in World 
Book for presentations. New updated 07 version features 
thousands of new articles and photographs. World Book is 
Universal Binary and works with os x 10.3.4 or later. 

RRP $ 99.95 


Kensington Micro FM Transmitter 

You’ve never heard sound this great from an fm transmitter 
this small. The Kensington Micro fm transmitter plays 
through any fm stereo. ClearFM technology reduces 
noise and enhances stereo separation providing superior 
wireless audio quality and fm reception. Works with all dock 
connecting iPods. 

RRP $54.95 


tel 02 9906 5227 ► fax 03 9906 5605 ► email info@tryandbyte.com.au 
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GEAR4 HouseParty 24/7 

The HouseParty 24/7 is a high quality 2.1 stereo speaker 
system for the iPod with alarm clock and am/fm radio and 
remote control with direct access to your iPod’s menus. 

Fill any room with this crystal clear, bass-rich sounds from its 
ActiveBass 2.1 sub-woofer technology and powerful thin two- 
inch speakers. Ambient lcd display and alarm clock/snooze 
means you can party through the night and still wake up to 
your favourite tunes 24/7 style living! 

Features: 

• 6w per channel from 2 x speakers and 12W subwoofer 

• ActiveBass 2.1 technology 

• am/fm radio with memory for five pre-set stations 

• Alarm clock with two alarms and snooze functions 

• Charge-and-listen 

• Remote control 16 functions 

• Fastrack technology 
rrp $249.95 



CEAR4 StreetParty N2 

Portable stereo speaker system for 2nd Generation iPod nano. 
Enjoy high-quality pumping sounds from your iPod nano 
on the beach, in the park or on the go with the StreetParty 
portable stereo speaker system from GEAR 4 . Stylish and 
street-smart, the StreetParty delivers awesome room-filling 
tunes at an affordable price. 

Features: 

• Covered grill speaker system 

• 2 x 3W speaker output 

• Powered by 4 x aaa batteries 

• Audio taken from the iPod’s headphone port 

rrp $74-95 



■ 


GEAR4 SonicBoom 

The GEAR 4 SonicBoom is an innovative high-performance 
speaker system designed specifically for Sony’s psp. Compact 
2.1 stereo speakers delivering truly awesome sound from your 
psp or other Mp3 players. 

Plug your psp into the SonicBoom’s high-definition room¬ 
filling outpu or dock your psp or Mp3 player and soak up our 
sub-woofer ActiveBass™ technology. 

Alternatively, enjoy your ps p in full gaming mode via the 
FreeStyle cable connectors. 

Features: 

• 2.4W p/c from 2 x speakers and 9.6W from 1 x sub-woofer 

• Docking station and ‘FreeStyle’ cable connectors 

• Charge-and-listen 

• Multi-system compatibility 

RRP $169.95 


tel 02 9965 7247 ► fax 02 9475 4117 ► email jamie@disruptivegroup.eom 
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CEAR4 BluEye 

A seamless Bluetooth mobile connection with fm radio and 
remote control for iPod - complete with fm radio. 

Enjoy your tunes, make and take calls, or listen to the 
radio all via this incredible Bluetooth 2.0 remote control 
headphone system that pauses your tunes, alerts you to an 
incoming call with caller id display on your iPod screen, 
picks up your voice via its inbuilt microphone and you hear 
the caller’s voice through your headphones. 

Features: 

• Make and receive calls on your iPod 

• Plug n’ Play with most Bluetooth enabled mobile phones 

• Caller number id, auto-pause and resume music 

• Last 9 numbers redial from your iPod 

• Voice dial when paired with supported Bluetooth phones 

• 15 Presets and auto scan fm Radio 
RRP $249.95 


CEAR4 PowerTrip FM 

Bluetooth handsfree mobile connection with FM radio and 
remote control for your iPod 

The Power Trip fm transmits your tunes from your iPod to 
your car stereo via fm frequency. The transmitter plugs into 
the cars cigarette lighter, powering up its adjustable lcd 
screen and also charging up your iPod vwhile you transmit 
your tunes. 

Features: 

• Transmit from iPod to your car radio via FM frequency 

• 180 degree adjustable face with lcd display 

• 8 preset radio stations in memory and stores last used station 

• Up/down frequency selection buttons 

• Charges iPod whilst transmitting 

• Complete with all portable music devices with headphone port 

RRP $ 79.95 


GEAR4 CruiseControl 

RF Remote Control for iPod 

At home or on the go, the CruiseControl is a remote for any 
situation. Control your iPod from any room in your house 
with its 50 metre range that works through walls. Then, 
when you’re out cruising, use the dinky strap to attach the 
remote to your steering wheel or bicycle handlebars, or hang 
it around your neck with the lanyard. Your iPod stays safe in 
your bag while you enjoy your tunes! 

Features: 

• TRF remote control with 7 functions, including shuffle and 
repeat buttons 

• Small, lightweight and very portable - Powered by the iPod, 
no need for batteries 

• Includes remote, receiver, batteries, strap, lanyard and case 

rrp $69.95 
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CEAR4 World Tour V 2 

7 10V-240V a c Charger with international plugs for all iPods 
Going away? Don’t get caught with messy adaptors and loads 
of cables, just pack your World Tour V2 and charge your iPod 
or usB-chargeable device anywhere in the uk, Europe, us or 
Australia. Plugs are lightweight and can be easily swapped. 
RRP $49.95 



GEAR4 PocketParty II 

Micro Speaker System for all iPods with a dock connector 
Free your tunes! Operation is ultra-simple, just plug into your 
iPod, switch on and get rocking! With Micro Speaker System 
for all dockable iPods; stereo speakers; up to 10 hours from a 
single aa battery (supplied); no cables and weighs only 52g. 
RRP $ 49.95 



CEAR4 PowerTrip V2 

Car Charger for iPod and other usb devices 
Charge any recent iPod from your cars 12V cigarette lighter. 
Interchangeable dock-it™ connector charges any dockable 
iPod (except 3G) and any other usB-chargeable device. 
Features: Battery status indicator; fused for extra protection; 
coiled cable for clutter free use. 

RRP $ 34.95 


CEAR4 PocketPower 

Reserve power pack and aaa battery recharger for iPod 
uSB-chargeable iPod battery back-up fits neatly into your 
pocket. PocketPower provides up to 8 additional hours 
playback. Features: 2 in l reserve power pack will charge 
any usB-chargeable device; ideal for use with SyncBuddy 
usb retractable cable; led Torch built into casing; 4X aaa 
rechargeable batteries included; male to male usb cable 
included. RRP $ 49-95 



CEAR4 ProControl V2 

A docking station that syncs, charges, docks and links any 
iPod to your tv or Home Stereo, letting you free your tunes 
throughout the house! With 14-function IR remote control, the 
ProControl is home sweet home for your iPod. Features: Play 
music, pictures, and videos; fits all dockable iPods; charge, 
sync and dock your iPod via usb; ac adaptor, av cable, and 
scart adaptor included. RRP $129.95 



GEAR4 Leatherjacket 

Hand made premium-grade leather case to dress your iPod 
up in style and keep it protected from life’s little knocks and 
scrapes. Features: Super soft velvet lining with velcro bag 
strap; full access to click wheel, screen and ports; strong, 
magnetic clip closure; stretchy sides for snug fit; available in 
candy pink, black and white RRP $34.95 


tel 02 9965 7247 ► fax 02 9475 4117 ► email jamie@disruptivegroup.com 
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By Dan Warne 

High Fidelity: 
encoding for 
audiophiles 

Quality encoding makes all the difference 
in what you hear pumping from your iPod. 
Here are the details on turning your cds, and 
even lps, into pristine digital music files even 
audiophiles will appreciate. 

Hot links 

blacktree.com/apps/iTunes-LAME/ 

iTunes-LAM e 

www.exactaudiocopy.de 

Exact Audio Copy 

audio.ciara.us/rarewares/lame3.98all.zip 

LAM E 3.98 

www.macosxhints.com/dlfiles/aacgain_ 

mac_os_x.zip 

aac Gain 

www.xiph.org/vorbis/listen/ 

Audio sample tests 


E veryone has experienced it: an 

audiophile catches sight of your iPod 
and scoffs, remarking that MP3 encoding 
sacrifices musical purity in exchange for 
crass pop-culture consumerism. 

Suddenly, you feel smaller and less 
important than them and find yourself 
hankering after a higher fidelity hi-fi too; if 
only you had three months’ salary to spare. 
Then you think to yourself, “hang on... my 
iPod sounds ok to me...” 

So is it really that bad? Have we forgotten 
how crystal-clear original cd recordings are, 
or is it all a load of hype? 

Well, it’s certainly true that many people 
can easily tell the difference between 
an uncompressed cd recording and a 
compressed one. In fact, in blind tests, 
people can even pick the difference between 
different audio codecs — Mp3, aac, ogg 
and others. 

The bottom line: your music might sound 
fine in the standard aac or Mp3 , but it can 
sound a lot finer if you make some educated 
choices in your music encoding. 

Don’t cop the FLAC. The simplest way to 
get unarguable cd quality from your iPod is 
to use a lossless audio encoder — think of it 
like ripping the digital audio from a cd and 
then zipping it. Rather than stripping out 
quality, these encoders preserve 100% of 
the music. However, while literally zipping 
a cd will only achieve around 10-20% 
reduction in filesize, flac can achieve 30- 
50% reduction. Apple’s version of flac is 
called alac (Apple Lossless Audio codec) 
and it plays on iPods, unlike flac. 

The files are still rather large — a 74 
minute cd (650MB uncompressed) will 
occupy 325-455MB. However, isn’t that what 
8ogb iPods were made for — storing 200 
albums at pristine cd quality? 

However, alac does have one significant 
downside: reduced battery life due to the 
significantly increased processing and disk 
access demands to decode the higher bitrate 
music. Playback time varies between models 
of iPod, but expect to cut a few hours from 
the maximum playback time. 


What about OGG? You’ll hear a lot from 
Linux and Windows users about how good 
the ogg codec sounds. They’re right — it’s 
very good, especially at lower bitrates where 
compression artefacts can clearly be heard 
with other codecs. As a result, ogg is very 
disk-space efficient. 

The trouble here is that although it’s 
possible to get plugins for iTunes to play 
ogg files, the iPod can’t unless you do major 
surgery and replace its operating system 
with iPodLinux. Since a large part of the 
iPod’s usability lies in its polished software, 
most people don’t consider that a real 
alternative. 

So, how about a compromise? Here’s 
a dirty secret for you that will upset the 
audiophiles: unless you have an impeccably 
finely tuned ear and very expensive 
headphones, it’s virtually impossible to 
hear the difference between an original cd 
recording and an Mp3 file encoded at a high 
bitrate, using a quality Mp3 encoder. 

If you don’t change any settings, iTunes 
will encode your music as i 28 Kbit/s aac 
— a competing sound format to Mp3. This is 
also the same format sold on Apple’s iTunes 
Store. And while it’s pretty good, you can 
certainly hear the difference between it and 
an original cd recording. 

However, if you dig into the iTunes 
settings, you can tweak quality upwards (by 
increasing the aac bitrate from i 28 Kbit/s to 
256Kbit/s. Using variable bitrate encoding 
saves precious disk space (see the section 
‘cbr vs vbr: huh?’). 

When you do that, the encoded audio files 
will be larger — a song might go from 5MB 
to 8mb, for example, but those file sizes are 
nothing compared to the whoppers churned 
out by lossless audio codecs. 

Unfortunately, iTunes has been criticised 
for having a bit of a “garden variety” sound 
encoding engine. Better results can be 
achieved by using an external compressor. 

The lame encoder is a high quality 
MP3 encoder that has been developed by 
the open source community over almost 
a decade. If your impressions of Mp3 are 
still shaped by the burbly tracks you were 
downloading over dialup in 1995, think 
again — lame MP3S encoded at the right 
settings can be virtually indistinguishable 
from lossless encoding, and certainly better 
than Apple aac. 
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0 Boys of Summer 
B Ecstasy 

0 Out of Touch (Radio Mix) 

8 Protect Your Mind 
0 Sandstorm 
B starjfais (Radio Edit) 

8 Summer Rain 

8 Take Me to the Clouds Above 
8 Into the Arena 
a Ail This Time 
a Englishman In New York 
a Fields of Cold 


S of 21 Dj Sammy 
8 of 20 ATB 
1 of 20 Uniting Nations 
IS of 20 DJ Sakin « Friends 
12 of 20 Darudc 
1 of 5 Cabin Crew 

4 of 21 Sllnkee Minx 

5 of 21 LMCVSU2 

8 Michael Schenker Croup 

4 of 17 Sting 

5 of 17 Sting 
3 of 17 sting 


wnd (Remixed) Cold 

Seven Years 1998 200S 

One World 

WHd (Trance) Cold 

Wild (Trance) Gold 

StarZFa'i* - EP 

Wild (Remixed) Cold 

Wild (Remixed) Cold 

The Michael Schenker Story Live 

Fields of Gold - The Best of Sting <1984-; 

Fields of Cold - The Best of Sting (1984-; , 

Fields of Cold - The Best of Sting (1984-1 , 






Using Lame on Mac OS X. Mac users can 
add lame to iTunes by installing iTunes- 
lame, which adds an Applescript item to 
the menu bar, allowing you to rip a cd or set 
up whatever lame configuration you want. 
It comes with one field for configuration, 
which allows you to type in a lame 
command line (I recommend -V 0 
- -vbr-new as shown in the screenshot.) 

The -V 0 preset provides virtually 
indistinguishable sound quality to an 
original cd recording, with a bit rate that 
will sit at around 240Kbit/s, and typically 
within the range of 220 to 240 Kbit/s. 

Using Lame on Windows. Windows users 
don’t (yet) have a way to integrate lame 
with iTunes, but there are several other 
programs that will rip a cd and use the 
lame engine to encode it at a better quality 
than iTunes can. You can then drag your 
tracks into iTunes and manage/search/play 
them as normal. 

The most popular Windows front-end is 
Exact Audio Copy. You’ll also need to grab 
the lame 3.98 encoder for Windows. 


To configure cdex to encode music with 
lame: 

1 unzip eac and lame into the same 
directory. 

2 Open eac and put a cd in your drive. 

3 Go to eac ► Compression Options and in 
the External Compression tab, choose “Use 
external program for compression”. 

4 Change Parameter Passing Scheme to User 
Defined Encoder and change File Extension 
to .Mp3. 

5 Click the browse button and select the 
lame.exe file you put into the eac directory 
before. 

6 Untick “use crc check” and “check for 
external program’s return code”. 

7 Now the really important bit: in the 
“additional command line options”, type the 
following: -V 0 --vbr-new. 

This setup will make eac do the good 
quality cd ripping, then pass the heavy 
lifting of the Mp3 encoding to the lame 
encoder, which is a separate command¬ 
line program. 


Blind testing 

The blind audio test is done by fading an 
audio track in and out seamlessly between the 
two codecs. You can test your own ability to 
pick the difference between audio codecs by 
listening to the sound samples at www.xiph. 
org/vorbis/listen/. It’s by the makers of the 
free, open-source occ Vorbis codec, which 
isn’t supported by iTunes by default. But it is 
a good way to hear for yourself the difference 
in sound quality between different formats, 
including Mp3 and aac, which is iTunes’ 
default format. 

TIP. Listen to the wav versions of the 
clips so you don’t have to install a zillion 
different codecs. 
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Pump it up, now break it down 
One of the annoying aspects of having a 
big digital audio library ripped from many 
sources is variation in volume. On a good day 
of shuffled music that can mean grumbling 
as you reach for the remote again to turn up 
a soft track or turn down a disruptively loud 
track, while on a bad day it can mean doing 
permanent damage to your speakers when 
an overly loud rip of Nine Inch Nails follows 
Faure’s Requiem (diverse music tastes are 

OK, OK?) 

iTunes has a handy feature that adjusts 
volume across all your tracks in an attempt 
to keep them even, but it doesn’t do a 
perfect job — Apple hasn’t really taken into 
account the complex way the human brain 
perceives volume. 


An open-source utility called AACGain does 
a better job. It doesn’t modify the files apart 
from adding a tag describing how iTunes 
should adjust the volume at playback. It works 
with both aac and Mp3 files. A few caveats 
noted by the author: it’s a command line 
tool and you have to run it from Terminal. It 
doesn’t support music from the iTunes store. 
And you have to disable the SoundCheck 
option in iTunes and/or the iPod. 

I would suggest using the command line 
AACGain -r -p -t -k *.mp3 *.m4a 
which will process all the Mp3 and aac 
tracks in the directory in which you start the 
program, as well as all directories within it 
recursively. It adjusts all the tracks to play at 
8gd B. I would also suggest you back up your 
music files beforehand and implore you not to 
sue if something goes wrong! Tweak at your 
own risk! 


A small correction. If you do decide to keep 
using iTunes to rip music, you should know 
that in the interest of speed, iTunes comes 
with cd error correction turned off. This is 
understandable, because turning on error 
correction can significantly slow down 
ripping while your drive tries over and over 
again to read a section of a disc to get the 
best sample before moving on. However, if 
you want the best quality ripping, turning 
it on is well wortwhile. You’ll find it in 
Preferences ► Advanced ► Importing ►Use 
error correcting when importing audio cds. 

Matching the music with an encoder. Do 

different kinds of audio deserve different 
encoding settings, or does one size fit all? 

For the sake of simplicity, a lot of people 
prefer to find a good encoding setting and 
stick with it. The lame -v o preset sounds 
great. However, it does use more disk space 
than good old aac i28Kbit/s. 

The truth is that while recording engineers 
once tried to use the full capability of cd 
fidelity, popular music is now recorded 
with radio and digital compression firmly in 
mind. It doesn’t suffer too much from being 
encoded using the iTunes presets. 

Good classical music recordings are a 
different matter. When listening to a cd 
on a great hi-fi or headphones, it should 
be possible to pick out each individual 
player of an orchestra (in a well engineered 
recording). This often doesn’t survive the 
journey through iTunes’ encoder, so it’s well 
worth using higher quality encoding for 
these recordings. 

How to convert LPs and tapes to iTunes 
tracks. iTunes was really the product that 
brought cd -ripping to the mass market, but 
it doesn’t do anything to help you convert 
audio cassettes, lps or vhs to digital tracks. 
Fortunately, other developers have stepped 
in to fill the gap. 

On the most basic level, if you want to 
convert tapes and you have a cassette deck 
with a line output, you can usually go to 
your nearest hi-fi shop and buy a ‘Y-cable’ 
which has two rca plugs on one end and a 
3.5mm mini-DiN plug on the other end. 

As long as your Mac or pc has a line 
input port, you can use the freeware audio 
recording app Audacity to record your 
albums, chop them up into tracks, save them 
as wav, and import them into iTunes using 
its inbuilt Mp3 or aac encoder. 
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However, that method does have a bit of 
a learning curve, and — on pcs at least 
— simply plugging the cord into the line 
input port of a sound card will most likely 
pick annoying static interference from other 
pc components. Recording lps this way 
can also be tricky: turntables don’t put out 
a line-level output like most other stereo 
components, and they generally need pre¬ 
amplification (either through a small, cheap 
pre-amp, or through your stereo’s amplifier 
if it has a line-out.) Line level can be boosted 
digitally in software, but if there’s any static 
on the recording at all, you’ll be boosting the 
volume of that too. 

A better option is to use an external usb 
sound input device like the Griffin iMic 2 
($69 from www.streetwise.com.au) which 
isolates the recording from the internal 
electronics of the pc or Mac. Owners of the 
iMic can download Final Vinyl, Griffin’s 
free software for converting tapes or lps to 
digital tracks. It doesn’t require you to use 
a pre-amplifier to boost the low signal from 
turntables — the Final Vinyl software does 
that for you digitally (and it works fine as the 
iMic has such a good signal-to-noise ratio.) 


Windows users have a great, albeit slightly 
pricier, option available to them: the Xitel 
Inport Deluxe ($149.99 fromAudion 
Australia) an external usb sound recording 
device which comes with a superb software 
suite for Windows to record albums, filter 
out pops and clicks, and then send tracks to 
iTunes. It comes with 9.2m of high quality 
rca cabling and a ground-loop isolator, 
which ensures noise from other electrical 
appliances on your home wiring doesn’t 
cause the background hum that often occurs 
in home recordings. ■ 


VBR vs CBR: HUH? 

You might have stumbled across the option 
to choose between cbr or vbr encoding in 
the past. It’s one of those advanced options 
that most people leave on the default setting 
and politely hope they’ll never come across 
again. But choosing the right one can make a 
big difference. 

cbr stands for “constant bitrate encoding”, 
while vbr stands for “variable bitrate 
encoding.” The former chews disk space at a 
steady rate no matter what part of the music 
it’s encoding at the time — whether it’s 
silence or a complex orchestral movement. 
vbr, on other hand, varies the amount of disk 
space it uses depending on the complexity of 
the segment of a track it’s encoding. 

Put simply, vbr will use the full amount of 
disk space to store complex passages of music 
(as specified by the maximum bitrate you 
choose), while it will scale back its disk space 
usage for very simple bits. It saves on disk 
space while providing great quality sound. 

The trick is to use a high quality encoder 
though: shonky encoders, when armed with 
vbr, often lower the bit-rate too low. Using a 
high quality encoder like lame with the right 
settings avoids this problem. 

























PORTABLE AUDIO . 
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A NEW LOW AND A 
NEW MID-RANGE,TOO. 

INTRODUCING THE NEW SHURE SOUND ISOLATING™ EARPHONES. 

From a leader in professional audio for over 80 years comes the next generation in 
personal listening. Shure Sound Isolating" Earphones combine the sleekest, lightest 
most comfort-inducing design ever with all the depth and detail your music has to offer. 
It’s a whole new recipe for rocking out. www.shure.com 
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JANUS 40 Kent Rd. Mascot NSW 2020 • Ph:(02) 9582 0909 • Fax:(02) 9582 0999 • www.jands.com.au 
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By Paul Zucker 

Player Guide 
to Good 
Headphones 

If you really love your music , get a great 
set of phones to do it justice. Let’s take a 
walk through the minefield of shopping for 
something good. 

Hot links 

www.tag.com.au 

www.audiotechnica.com 

www.headphones.com.au 

www.etymotic.com 

www.icans.com.au 

www.ultrasone.com 

www.sony.com.au 

www.sonystyle.com.au 

www.syntec.com.au 

www.sennheiser.com 



A rule of thumb in HiFi is that you should spend as much on your 
. speakers as on the rest of the system. The idea of this is not to 
make you spend more of your heard earned cash, but recognises 
that it is relatively easy to maintain a high audio standard up to 
that point, then spoil the result by adding distortion and sound 
colouration at the final stage. 

Today’s portable music players are relatively inexpensive 
considering what you get for the money. Most users soon wonder 
if they could do better than the basic earphones that came with 
the package. 

Of course, pure sound quality is not the only reason for choosing 
a new pair of headphones. For many users they are a sign of 
individuality if not simply of style or even one-upmanship. 

Headphones fall into two basic types — over the ear or in-ear. 
Within these groups there are more choices to make. For instance, 
how well they seal out the outside world. 

Noise Cancelling. Active noise cancelling phones can be very 
useful in certain circumstances, such as on planes and other 
noisy public transport, or even in a noisy room. They can also be 
dangerous when used in situations where you need to hear what is 
going on around you. 

These headphones work on the principle that lower frequency 
sounds have a reasonably long wavelength, so can be actively 
cancelled out by some clever electronics. They use a microphone on 
the outside of the earpiece to detect the ambient noise, then feed 
it inside the phone, at the same level, but in the opposite phase, so 
the sound cancels out. This is especially useful at bass frequencies 
such as the rumble of jet engines, but becomes less useful as the 
frequency increases. 

There are a couple of disadvantages with noise cancelling phones. 
First, they weigh more, mainly because they need their own 
batteries, but also because of the additional components. Requiring 
batteries is a decided disadvantage for some users, but luckily most 
of these phones function as normal headphones when the battery is 
missing or simply turned off. 

Another disadvantage that some people experience is a strange 
pressure effect when the noise-cancelling feature is turned on. It is 
hard to describe but it is almost as if someone has pushed or pulled 
your eardrums. 

Some noise cancelling phones feature a mute button so you can 
listen and talk to other people, but others go one step further and 
use the external microphone in a “talk-through” mode so you can 
hear conversations very clearly. Or you could just take the phones 
off your head to talk, of course. 

In or on? Since most portable music players come with in-ear 
phones (earbuds) for many users it is a major leap of thinking to 
consider switching to conventional, on-ear phones. With their mix 
of advantages and disadvantages, many users will have both to suit 
different occasions. In terms of size and portability the earbuds must 
win. On-ear phones fall into two main types — the sealed and the 
open. Sealed phones tend to fit around the ears, with a soft leather 
or vinyl pad, while the open types tend to have a foam pad and fit 
against the ear. 

Is there any difference in the sound quality between different 
styles? That depends largely on who you believe. 
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CHECKLIST 


Think about how important these characteristics are to you. 

Let’s be bold and assume everyone wants superior sound quality. 


Size 

Do you mind how big they are when worn? 
Weight may also be a factor. 

Storage 

How small do they fold or pack for carrying? 

Comfort 

Will they feel as comfortable after a couple of 
hours of listening? 

External sound 

Do you want to be able to hear what is going 
on around you? 

Stability 

Walking is one thing but will they stay in 
place during sports and exercise? 

Volume control 

An on-board volume control may suit your 
needs. Remember however that the player will 
still be using up its batteries at a higher level. 

Noise cancelling 

In addition to sealing out external sound, 
do you want your phones to actively cancel 
outside noise? 

Lead type 

Is the lead long and flexible enough, and will it 
tuck away neatly if that is what you want? 

Technical specs 

Will you be able to hold your head up when 
‘the boys’ start comparing specs? 


The on-ear manufacturers might be tempted to tell you that it is 
important to involve the entire ear in the listening process (that is, 
the outer ear as well as the eardrum) while in-ear manufacturers 
might tell you that it is most important to get the sound to where it is 
needed — inside the ear. 

In practice both system give very good results and you alone 
should be the judge of what you hear. 

One distinct advantage of the in-ear phone is efficiency. It is easier 
to get the same volume with a lower signal level. While this may be a 
battery-saving feature for your player, it may also encourage the use 
of dangerously high sound levels. And remember, volume is about 
quality, not quantity. 

The other characteristic of in-ear phones is that they do tend 
to exclude outside noise, and not just the lower frequencies that 
noise-cancelling phones do. Of course this can be an advantage 
to your fellow travellers who would otherwise have to enjoy the 
characteristic chick chick chick sound of your music spilling out. 

Technical specs. At first it may seem essential to compare 
headphones based on their technical specifications. You can still do 
this, but it may be that they are not as important as you think. Take 
frequency response as an example — the typical figure quoted is 
20-20,000 Hertz, but what does that mean? Take a look at the $ 2 
earphone in the chain stores and that is what they will claim too. 
That figure does not tell you anything about the actual shape of the 
frequency response, how much distortion is created, nor even how 
well that sound will be transferred to you, the listener. 

The simple fact is that any reasonable pair of phones will have a 
frequency response well above anything you can hear, and above the 
capabilities of your player. On the other hand, it may be more useful 
to know how well the bass end of the audio spectrum is presented. 

The impedance of headphones is roughly the same thing as the 
resistance. In most cases this will make little difference to your 
enjoyment, though anything below 8 ohms is probably better suited 
to other applications such as d jing. Just make sure that the phones 
are not insensitive — if you have to wind up the volume level to get 
adequate sound that can mean shorter battery life. 

Type of magnet used, type of transducer, electromagnetic 
shielding, and other fancy technical terms? None of these matter 
as long as the sound is good and suits you. You may be the type of 
person who enjoys bragging about “sonification index” of your new 
phones, but most people simply want to enjoy the music. 
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Sound pressure level is a logarithmic representation of the amount 
of sound output by the device (measured in dB or decibels). It can 
mean simply the maximum sound available, or more normally, the 
amount of sound out for a given input signal. Or in other words, the 
efficiency of the phones. 

If you are hitting the stores for headphones, then take your player 
with you when shopping. The main point in choosing phones 
is not the technical spec, but the listening experience. Are they 
comfortable, does the bass sound full and clean and the treble sharp 
and unmuddied, is the sound level acceptable without having to 
wind up the volume? Do they fit over your Trilby? Do you look like 
a dork? 

Price. How much should you be prepared to pay? There are perfectly 
adequate phones in the sub-$ioo market, so why would you pay 
more? The law of diminishing returns says that you will eventually 
reach a price where the only advantage you get is snob value. Still, 
there are some excellent phones in the range between $100 and 
$800 and you probably will never regret buying good phones if they 
really are good. 

Warranty. Warranty may not be top of mind when you choose your 
phones, but it pays to think ahead. These are devices that will be 
your constant companions and it would be a shame to have to throw 
them away simply because they “wore out”. There should be no 
question that your player could provide enough power to burn them 
out, so the manufacturer should offer a no questions warranty on 
electrical failure. In fact no part of the phones should fail, ever, short 
of you running the car over them. 

And speaking of warranties, it would be nice to be assured by 
the manufacturer that those parts that do need replacing from 
time to time will be available as spares for a long time to come, 
and at a reasonable price. This includes replacement ear pads 
or inserts and leads. As an example, I still use my 30 + year-old 
Sennheiser HD414 phones and last time I needed new pads they 
were readily available. 

Health. You probably don’t want to hear this, but there are a couple 
of health matters to consider. The first is hearing damage. Long 
term exposure to high levels of sound can permanently damage your 
hearing. Even with volume-limiting features on your player, super¬ 
efficient in-ear phones can simply be too loud. 


The other problems occur with the use of in-ear phones, especially 
when shared. That inner-ear can be a good, moist breeding ground 
for nasty bugs. If you don’t believe me, ask your gp . 

Some manufacturers tout their products as having 
electromagnetic shielding to protect you from the inherent 
electromagnetic fields generated when the signal is turned back into 
sound. And the boffins back that up — there is no generally accepted 
research that says this is a problem. We are exposed to much greater 
em fields in our daily lives. 

Plugs and leads. Traditionally headphones (“cans” to the 
cognoscenti) have been supplied with long leads and 6.5mm stereo 
plugs. The long lead was so you could sit back and enjoy the music 
while connected to the HiFi system. The 6.5mm plug harks back to the 
old manual telephone exchange days. Nowadays the smaller 3.5mm 
stereo plug has become the standard, and most phones ship with a 
6.5mm adaptor for use with legacy equipment. The other adaptor 
you may get, especially with noise-cancelling phones is the two-prong 
airline adaptor for use with in-flight entertainment systems. 

The other aspect of plugs and leads that you may not have 
considered is whether you need straight or L-shaped. In other 
words, does the lead come directly out of the player, or sideways to 
the player. Decisions, decisions! 

Lead length has dropped too, as longer leads not only get in the 
way but also add to the weight and bulk. Check, however, that what 
you buy has sufficient lead length for the way you intend to wear 
your player. It is also worth considering if the lead detaches from the 
phones for replacement. 

You may come across the term Litz wire. This comes from the 
German word litzendraht or braided-wire. As the name suggests it 
consists of many fine conductors, braided together. This provides 
some electrical advantages but also makes a very flexible lead that is 
less likely to fatigue and break. You may also see reference to ofc or 
Oxygen Free Cable. You may consider this an advantage -1 do not. 

Weight and storage. If weight and carrying convenience are 
factors, you may decide that in-ear phones are the better solution. 
Not only are they lightweight to wear but pack up nice and tiny. 

Of course some of the over on-ear phones have also solved this to 
a large degree. Not only are they very light-weight but fold into a 
neat bundle that fits in a pouch or case. Some of the better phones 
unfold, ready to wear, still pre-adjusted to you from last use. ► 
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ATH ES7 


RRP $279 

in black or white 

These mirror finish stainless steel phones 
have soft, leather-like earpads and a ‘click 
in position’ folding design. They come with 
a case and polishing cloth. 


ATH PR0700 


rrp $375 

in black, white, silver or camouflage 
These are ‘big boy’ phones for those who 
want too much volume and looks to match. 
They are a fold-away design for the pro-Dj 
market. They have high specs, but might be 
a little insensitive for your music player. 


ATH ES3 


ATH ANC7 


Audio Technica 


Available from Apple resellers, 
department stores and specialist HiFi 
stores. Some models are only available 
from pro-Dj suppliers. 


rrp $139 

in black, white, nano pink, nano green and 
nano blue 

These lightweight phones are designed to 
match the iPod nano models, with colour 
coordination. 


rrp $445 

Audio-Technica’s QuietPoint™ active 
noise-cancelling headphones. Claimed to 
reduce ambient noise by up to 85 per cent. 
These closed back phones fold flat and 
are powered by a single aaa cell yet still 
operate as headphones without a battery or 
when noise reduction is turned off. 


Turn to page 48 for the Playtest 
examination of jbl’s new range of 
headphones. 


Etymotic 



ER4P 


RRP $449 

Some people say that these phones are 
the next best thing to live music. Being a 
sealed, in-ear phone they offer a high degree 
of isolation from outside noise, watch 
out for that truck! They come with 
interchangeable silicone and foam earpieces 
and filters so the user can choose. 

They claim up to 41 dB of noise isolation. 
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iCans from Ultrasone 



ICANS 


RRP $ 202.46 
in white or chrome 


ICANS OKTA 


RRP $ 216.93 

in black or chrome 


ICANS NAOS 


RRP $236.53 

in black or chrome 


ICANS AURUM 


RRP $279.68 
i n black/24 carat gold 


Ultrasone’s rationale for producing these 
phones is that the personal music player 
market is unique and therefore demands 
phones that are specifically designed for it. 

It claims that these phones use something 
called S-Logic which presents the sound 
to the outer ear instead of just the inner 
ear, thus taking advantage of your brain’s 
ability to decode the spatial qualities of a 
sound. The sound is likened to listening 
to speakers several metres away from you. 

Is this reasonable? You’ll have to let your 
own ears judge. Ultrasone claims that they 
sound louder for the same amount of output 
— that is, you will be less likely to damage 
your hearing when using them. 

Another feature that these phones have 
is shielding of the magnetic field used to 
convert the signal into sound. They call this 
ule (Ultra Low Emission) technology and 
they claim to reduce it by 98%. Though, as 
mentioned earlier, there is no known link 
between these small magnetic fields and 
any health problems. 

The phones are foldable and come with a 
metal carrying case. They are a semi-open 


Available from Apple resellers, department 
stores and home cinema stores. Ultrasone 
is a high-end manufacturer of headphones 
for a range of purposes. 


Sony 



SONY MDRNC6 & MDRNC50 


rrp $199 (nc6) & $499 (NC50) 

Sony is another manufacturer with a wide 
range of headphones. These two noise¬ 
cancelling models are claimed to eliminate 
up to 80 per cent of outside noise. 

They fold for transport and come 
with an adaptor for use in planes. Sony 
recommends them for other forms of 
transport such as buses and trains, 
but even for relaxing and sleeping in a 
noisy environment. The noise-cancelling 
feature can be turned off permanently or 
temporarily (called the ‘monitor’ feature) 
when you are in an environment where you 
need to be able to hear external noise. 

They also claim to be very comfortable 
so they can be used for extended periods. 
While this may seem obvious, you should 
always check any phones you plan to buy. 


SONY MDREX85LP & MDREX90LP 


RRP $149 (EX85) & $199 (EX90) 
in black, white, red or violet 
Ear bud style with silicon earbuds and 
spares, leather carrying case, ofc Litz wire 
lead. Sony claims that these phone “blur 
the borders between fashion and function” 
which we’ll take to mean they combine the 
best of both. 

These phones are called “monitor” which 
Sony says means that they come from the 
technology that is used in recording studio 
monitor phones. 
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Sennheiser 


PXC 350 


RRP $699.95 




PXC 450 


RRP $899.95 

Two new noise-cancelling models from 
perhaps the most prolific of headphone 
manufacturers. 

As with all active noise-cancelling phones 
these phones have their own internal 
batteries to power the circuitry. But what 
they have on the PXC450 that is unusual 
is a system Sennheiser calls TalkThrough’ 
which is a button that allows the user to 
carry on a conversation. Using external 
microphones the headphones amplify an 
external conversation and pass it through 
to the user. Sennheiser claims that the 
noise-cancelling feature stills works, making 
the conversation clearer than it would be 
without the headphones. Noise reduction is 
claimed at 85 per cent on the pxc 350 and 
90 per cent on the PXC450. 

Ear pads and leads are replaceable. They 
ship with 3.5mm stereo plug as well as 
dual-mono adaptors for airline use and 
6.5mm stereo adaptor for HiFi use. They 
fold up and come with a travel case. 

There is a volume control on the side of 
the PXC450, and in the lead of the pxc 350. 
Both models will be available in Australia by 
June 2007. 




rrp $59.95 


Cashing in on the fitness market is this 
sporty looking model from Sennheiser. 

They are claimed to fit well, be comfortable 
and stay in place no matter what sport 
you indulge in. Naturally they are also 
resistant to the various extremes of weather, 
though how often we have -40°c weather 
in Australia is debatable, but the leads 
are claimed to maintain flexibility at that 
temperature. 

They have a single-sided lead with a 
supplied clip to keep it all in place. 




















H A Harman International Company 


Great sound, private setting. 

JBL® has been helping musicians sound their best - for audiences large and small - for more than 60 years. Now we’re 
helping musicians sound their best for you, and you alone. Enjoy all the sonic realism and deep, distortion-free bass 
you expect from the world’s leading professional audio brand - through compact headphones that can go with you 
anywhere. JBL Reference 200 Series high-performance earphones are so comfortable, you may forget you’re wearing 
them. Lightweight-but-rugged JBL Reference 400 Series headphones deliver rich, powerful sound with plenty of bass 
punch. JBL Reference 500 Series noise-canceling headphones let you tune out the rest of the passengers, or the rest of 
the world. With Bluetooth®technology, JBL Reference 600 Series headphones connect wirelessly to your iPod, and offer 
unsurpassed musical fidelity. 



v 

\| For more information, visit www.jbl.com 


CoNeXuS 


Distributed by Conexus www.conexus.com.au Ph 02 9975 2799 


© 2007 Harman International industries, Incorporated. All rights reserved. jBL is a trademark of Harman International Industries, Incorporated, registered in the United States and/or other countries. 
iPod is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are owned by the Bluetooth SIC, Inc., and any use of such marks by JBL is under a 
license agreement. 
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Previews 

Hot links 

www.apple.com/au/appletv/ 

www.gear 4 .c 0 m.au 



I »l 


Apple TV. Apple’s big step into the living 
room has arrived (by the time you read 
this), with their Apple tv ready to get all 
your iTunes content flowing effortlessly onto 
your widescreen television. 

It is quite the little box for its money, too. 
Airport Extreme, including support for the 
new ‘n’ wireless standard, which will allow 
typical data rates of around 200 Mbit/s when 
running over compatible wireless systems. 
This standard is yet to be finalised, but it 
is getting very close, and manufacturers 
who support this are generally promising 
to update firmware should any future 
adjustments be necessary to adhere to the 
final approved standard. Ethernet is also on 
board, should you need — or prefer — to run 
with a wired connection. 

A 40GB hard drive is also on board, so you 
can grab files directly to Apple tv without 
having to stream from your computer or 
online. This is expected to offer storage for 
around 50 hours of video. 

Finally, an Apple remote is included as 
the main control system, with the on screen 
interface based on the Front Row system 
found on all the latest Macs. 



Cear 4 BluPhones. Those Gear4 folks 
like their ‘Blu’ things, and this new set of 
wireless stereo headphones that deliver 
Bluetooth freedom for listening to tunes and 
taking calls across your mobile, your laptop, 
and, of course, your iPod. 

The unit is very small and super light — 
just 2 6g — and the around the neck design 
will keep them out of the way while going 
about your business. The BluPhones will 
act as both Bluetooth headset for taking 
calls and as a wireless set of headphones. 
The combination means you can groove 
away in comfort, knowing any incoming 
call will interrupt the music so you can get 
down to business. Controls are mounted 
on the headset too, so you don’t have to go 
fishing for your phone to answer a call or 
adjust the volume. 


If video, audio, and photo content was 
not enough, it seems Apple tv will also 
be getting some games of its own. How 
complex they will be is yet to be seen, but 
the world is proving to be suckers for 80s 
classics, so expect to see some arcade action. 

It is interesting that listed requirements 
include a 16:9 ‘enhanced or high definition’ 
television with hdmi, dvi, or component 
input. Yet the resolution of content available 
through iTunes is generally standard 
definition anyway, tailored as it is to iPod. It 
may well be that as Apple tv rises in profile, 
so too will the amount of hd content being 
delivered through iTunes — progressive 
scan is definitely a focus at sd resolutions 
as well, so it may in part be Apple covering 
its tail where older tvs have trouble with 
progressive. 

A great little number with a footprint 
just like the Mac mini. At a price like this, 
Apple tv feels like the first netword-enabled 
digital video device to work like a charm. 

Its biggest problem may be its lack of any 
recording function, but as a player it should 
still win a lot of fans. 
rrp S 449 


This is all part of the Advanced Audio 
Distribution Profile (a2dp) that has been 
gaining a lot of ground in the past year, 
allowing for stereo audio to transmit over 
Bluetooth. Both ends of the chain need to 
support this Bluetooth standard, but that is 
the case for most recent mobile phones — 
particularly those that are now incorporating 
music players. 

While this won’t automatically pair up 
and play tunes from your iPod — it has no 
Bluetooth, silly — there are basic adapters 
available that will let you stream tunes in 
this way. 

Expect around 5 hours of non-stop tunes 
and talk time, or 60 hours of standby. 

The BluPhones are labelled as the first in a 
new range of “Music on your Mobile” gear4 
accessories that will be launched this year. 
rrp $ 129.95 
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By Seamus Byrne 

Xitel MovieCenter 
for iPod 

Supported iPod Models 

iPod photo 
iPod mini 
iPod nano (all) 

5 th-Generation iPod 

Player Rating ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

$ 169.95 

www.xitel.com 


T i he Xitel MovieCenter for iPod is a beefed 
up docking station for your iPod, best 
suited to those owning an iPod with video. At 
its most basic, it delivers all those standard 
dock functions — synching, charging, and 
remote control of your iPod. It is when 
you plug it into your tv and/or stereo that 
this system looks to step up and deliver 
something special. 

Composite and S-Video options are 
available for your video output, and 
the MovieCenter works its mojo on the 
audio output in particular to ramp up 
the experience. It claims to boost bass, 
improve audio detail and up the clarity 
of dialogue on the videos you watch. And 


I did find that compared with directly 
plugging iPod into a tv, the audio signal 
did seem to sound better. 

For general use as a dock, this isn’t really 
worth the money, but as a simple video dock 
that gives your videos a little extra lift, this 
is a nice option. 



By Dan Frakes 

Tivoli iSongBook 

Supported iPod Models 

iPod photo 
iPod mini 
iPod nano (all) 

5 th-Generation iPod 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► V 2 
Price as Reviewed 

$699 

www.tivoliaudio.com 



T i he iSongBook combines a high-quality 
am/fm radio, digital alarm clock, 
Universal iPod dock base, and stereo 
speakers in a weather-resistant, iPod- 
matching white and silver enclosure. 

A backlit lcd displays the time as well as the 
current playback source and the iSongBook 
features two 2.5-inch speaker drivers, one in 
the main body and another in a removable 
right speaker, which can be placed up to 6 
feet away via its wind-up cable. 

The iSongBook provides a unique, flip- 
down iPod dock base, charging your iPod 
when plugged into ac power, and the 
included wireless remote control can be used 
to control iPod playback, radio tuning, and 
system volume. 

In terms of power, the iSongBook runs 
off either the included ac adapter or 6 
aa batteries. If you use NiMH or NicAD 
rechargeable batteries, a switch inside the 
battery compartment allows the iSongBook 
to recharge those batteries when using 
the ac adapter. Although Tivoli estimates 
battery life at 10-15 hours, my testing 
found that the iSongBook can play for 
much longer. I got over 20 hours of battery 
life at low to moderate volume levels while 
playing an iPod through the dock. Granted, 
louder volumes will shorten battery life, 
as might using the radio instead of an iPod 
as the audio source, but I was still pleased 
with the results. 

Sound quality is excellent, especially in 
the treble and midrange, and thanks to the 
removable right speaker, you can actually 
get effective stereo separation — rare for 


portable speakers. The iSongBook’s only 
weak spot in terms of audio performance 
is a lack of bass, but this is to be expected 
given the iSongBook’s small size — when 
compared to other smaller speaker systems, 
the iSongBook easily demonstrates its audio 
superiority. 

The iSongBook’s fm radio reception 
is excellent, with good am reception as 
well. The system’s alarm clockworks well, 
although I don’t like the lcd’s “dark” blue 
backlight, which makes the display difficult 
to read when the backlight is on. The remote 
control is one of the better infrared remotes 
we’ve tested in terms of range and off-angle 
performance, and we like that it lets you 
browse iPods and albums on your iPod; 
however, as I mentioned in our First Look, 

I don’t like the fact that you can’t switch 
between input sources from the remote. 
Finally, the iSongBook properly charges 
NiMH batteries when plugged into ac power, 
and battery life is even better than Tivoli’s 
own estimates. 

For those who demand superior sound 
quality in a compact system, and don’t mind 
a lack of bass, the iSongBook is the best 
portable iPod speaker system we’ve tested. 

It also bests other portable systems in the 
versatility department, thanks to a stellar 
am/fm radio and decent clock radio. Despite 
my minor complaints about its remote and 
lcd backlight, this is the speaker system I’d 
want to pack in my suitcase. 

Is it worth the premium price? That 
depends on your own tastes, but I’ll probably 
be buying an iSongBook for myself. 
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By Seamus Byrne 

JBL Reference 
Series headphones 

Supported iPod Models 

All 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

$ 394-95 ( 420 ) 

$254.95 (510) 

$209.95 (220) 

www.jbl.com 




J bl has a new range of headphones 
on the scene, and they are looking as 
good as their legendary speaker line. The 
Reference series covers a wide range of 
phone types — over-ear, on-ear, and in-ear 
designs — but all have been given the jbl 
treatment, and the quality shines through 
very clearly. The designs all show an 
attention to the details of what makes for 
an excellent headphone experience. Here is 
a look at a few key sets from the range. 

Reference 420 . These over-ear phones are 
quite simply superb. The design is such 
that they comfortably cover the ears of my 
admittedly large head, while still being very 
light and not overly massive in general size. 
The contour of the headband is such that 
the phones sit very lightly on the head and 
are supremely comfortable — only the self 
adjusting headbands from Audio Technica 
have felt better. The cable runs down one 
side only, and it is very thin and cloth 
covered, so it never feels in the way, nor 
does it seem to tangle. 

The audio performance is excellent, with 
deep backs that are semi-open helping to 
give an excellent stage and the dynamic 
performance is very impressive. 

The 420s come with a robust carry 
case that is pretty large, but will certainly 
take excellent care of your headphone 
investment. There are some compartments 
inside to ensure everything lives in the right 
place. Available in black or white. 

Reference 510 . This model is an on-ear 
design with active noise cancellation 
technology, claiming to eliminate up to 
70% of ambient noise. A test commute with 
these while switching between other phones 
definitely showed a big reduction in the 
general drone of bus and train mechanical 
noise. One aaa battery looks after the active 
cancellation system, which is housed in a 
small (but heavy) little box that has a belt 
hook on the back. An on-off switch lets you 
kill the cancellation instantly. 

The audio performance is good, though 
the on-ear style didn’t get the audio where 
I needed because they were a little too 
small for my ears. Because of this, the 
on-ear design were the least comfortable 
in the range. 


The 51 o s are a very compact style, 
collapsing into quite a small space that 
would be hardly bigger than the hard case 
the 220s below use. These come with a soft 
case to really help slot them away anywhere 
you happen to have a nook or cranny 
available. 

Reference 220 . These in-ear phones come 
with a few accessories to let you wear them 
in more ways than one. You get foam ear 
pads, silicone inserts, detachable ear cuffs, 
and a foldable under-chin strap, which 
really does let you find an arrangement that 
feels best for you. Three sizes of ear piece 
further ensure you get a great fit. Cloth 
covered wires here again help to keep things 
smooth, and it also reduces the amount of 
noise that travels up the wires into your ear. 

The audio is great, with the phone design 
cleverly including a semi-open back, and 
this does translate to a fuller sound than you 
may expect from in-ear audio. 

The 220s also come with a compact carry 
case that is larger than some for phones 
this size, but it is rugged and has lots of 
compartments inside to carry the spare 
pads, inserts, etc. Available in black or white. 

None of the headphones tested were a 
disappointment (I forgive the 510 s due to 
my own head size), delivering performance 
on par or better than the likes of Sennheiser 
and Audio Technica, while offering excellent 
comfort, particularly from the 420. Extra 
touches are included in the box with all 
these phones, like airline and stereo phono 
adaptors, which help push this range over 
the line as some of the best around. If you 
are planning on spending good money on 
good phones, you should definitely explore 
the JBL Reference range. Other options are 
available in the range, for as little as $54.95. 
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By Dan Frakes 

V-Moda Bass Freq 

Supported iPod Models 

All 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

$ 79-95 

www.v-moda.com 



T i he Bass Freq V-Moda has taken the 
middle ground between in-ear-canal 
designs (such as those from Shure, 

Etymotic, Ultimate Ears), which fit deep 
inside your ear canals, and traditional 
earbuds, which sit lightly in your outer 
ear. We call these hybrid designs — which 
include the Bass Freq, Sennheiser’s CX300, 
and a number of popular models from Sony. 
They don’t fully seal out external noise, but 
they’re easier to put in and take out and 
they’re more comfortable for many listeners 
than full-fledged canalphones. 

The Bass Freq earpieces are small, 
comfortable and also lightweight, which 
means they don’t fall out as easily as some 
of the other canalbuds I’ve tested. Six 
translucent rubber eartips are included 
— three sizes, a pair of each — to fit 
different ears. The Bass Freqs are available 
in eight different color combinations: black/ 
silver, red/silver, orange/silver, green/silver, 
white/silver, teal/silver, purple/silver, and 
orange/green. 


By Dan Frakes 

Tivoli iPAL 

Supported iPod Models 

All 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► 
Price as Reviewed 

$349 

www.tivoliaudio.com 



I f you’re a radio lover, you’ll be hard- 
pressed to find a better portable speaker 
solution than the Tivoli iPAL or pal. As 
a speaker for an iPod or other portable 
player, it offers 15-20 hours of use (thanks 
to a rechargeable internal battery) in a 
weather-resistant, though bulky, enclosure 
that’s perfect for the beach or back yard. As 
a radio, the iPAL has one of the best am/fm 
radios on the market, with sensitivity and 
selectivity that outperform many expensive 
tuners and receivers. 

The iPAL is designed to match the iPod 
— it’s enclosure is hard plastic with a white 
gloss and matte silver finish. 


V-Moda advertises the Bass Freq as providing 
“revolutionary bass bliss.” Although I don’t 
know about the revolutionary part, I can’t 
argue with the claim of bass bliss: If you get 
a good seal in your ears, you’ll get better 
bass response than with any other canalbud 
I’ve heard, making the Bass Freqs great for 
working out or for those who just like to 
wallow in the low end. At the same time, 

Bass Freqs give you the whole frequency 
spectrum: there’s actually midrange and 
treble. You’ll get better sound by moving up 
to higher-end canalphones such as Ultimate 
Ears’ super.fi 3 Studio — but you’ll pay twice 
as much to get it. 

Every set of Bass Freq headphones also 
includes a matching Modawrap cable 
manager to keep excess cable from getting 
tangled during your workout. One missing 
accessory is a carrying case; considering 
that you stick the Bass Freq’s eartips in your 
ears, I’d like a case to keep those tips clean 
when I’m not using them. 

Readers whose taste in music leans 
towards bass-heavy genres will like the Bass 
Freqs — good overall sound in a reasonably- 
priced ‘canalphone’ option. 


Even though the iPAL has only a single 
speaker, that speaker is exceptional — the 
iPAL provides sound quality that competes 
favorably with portable systems that have 
separate left/right speakers. (It’s difficult to 
get true stereo imaging from small speaker 
systems where the left and right speakers 
are close together, so in these cases mono 
isn’t the drawback it would be in a home 
system.) In fact, we preferred the full- 
bodied sound of the iPAL to most of the 
“stereo” portable speakers we’ve auditioned. 

TI P: Although you’ll get the best sound by 
using a mini-to-mini cable to connect your 
iPod to the iPAL — preferably using the 
iPod’s line-out capability via a third-party 
adapter such as the SendStation PocketDock 
— you can also connect the two via an fm 
transmitter, which broadcasts your music 
over an fm frequency that can be received 
by the iPAL. 


Tivott Audio 
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By Seamus Byrne 

Harman Kardon 
Co + Play 

Supported iPod Models 

All 

Player Rating ► ► ► V2 
Price as Reviewed 

$589.95 

www.harmankardon.com 



J ust another big, brash iPod speaker 
dock? Think again. Harman Kardon has 
made sure the Go + Play delivers the goods 
as a good quality set of speakers, with plenty 
of nice iPod cleverness in the mix as well. 

For starters, the design is far from average, 
with a form that meets function to deliver 
a unique take on the speaker dock concept. 
The iPod doesn’t sit up like in many other 
units, instead lying flush with the top of 
the Go + Play, which offers good protection 
when you want to grab the kit and move. 

All universal docking iPods are supported, 
while a mini-jack audio input is available 
for shuffles, or any other non-iPod audio 
source. And while the unit is bulky, it isn’t as 
heavy as it looks (though when loaded up 
with 8 D-cells, it is notably heavier). 


The Go + Play features twin tweeters and 
woofers, with facings on both sides of the 
unit, so you can sit the system anywhere 
you like and still fill a space with sound 
— excellent if you’re outdoors and want 
everyone to enjoy the tunes. And yes, it is 
ac- or battery-powered, with up to 24 hours 
operation on the batteries (at a middling 
volume level). 

In the home, the Go + Play can operate 
as your synching station, and as an output 
station for video and photos from your iPod, 
and the rf remote offers simple controls 
over volume and track browsing. One 
problem here is no indication available of 
current absolute volume level, so you are 
always adjusting by ear. 

The quality of the audio is very good, 
which makes this a recommended option 
amongst the portable boom box style units 
available right now. 


By Seamus Byrne 

DLO HomeDock 
Deluxe 

Supported iPod Models 

iPod photo 
iPod mini 
iPod nano (all) 

5 th-Generation iPod 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

$299 

www.dlo.com 



T he original dlo HomeDock was a nice 
docking kit for iPod, bringing your video, 
audio, and sync functions together in a 
simple and effective way. The great news 
is the HomeDock Deluxe is a very big step 
forward for the whole a/v docking station 
concept. This is the best I have seen, and it 
sets a real benchmark now that others will 
struggle to keep up with. 

The biggest step forward is an on-screen 
interface for your iPod that is second to 
none. It feels like you are using a pvr, an 
epg or some other system that has a big, 
dedicated system. There are actually 12 
colour themes to choose from, as well as a 
variety of screensavers — pick something 
that matches the decor. During playback 
of music and when you are browsing your 
playlists, album art and track information 
is displayed on screen. Seeing the quality of 
presentation here just makes you wonder 
why no one else has lived up to this standard 
before now. 


In another first, you can use a My Jukebox 
menu to create your own playlists on the 
fly. You aren’t really creating new playlists 
within the iPod, but rather setting a playlist 
within the HomeDock’s own system. Great 
stuff if your iPod has put your dj out of 
business and has become the heart of the 
party. Again, this is smart stuff that makes 
so much sense you wonder why no one has 
done it before. 

With such a good interface, the remote 
really steps up to offer a lot of detailed 
control options so you can comfortably jump 
around your content with ease. 

The bad news for original HomeDock 
owners was that it could not be updated. 

The great news for HomeDock Deluxe 
buyers is that this unit can be updated, so if 
new functions and features arrive, you will 
be able to add them in. 

Definitely the best entertainment dock 
available for iPod to date. ■ 
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Home stereo with radio & alarm clock for iPod 


Wake up to your iPod with the new, exceptional sounding 
HouseParty™24/7 from GEAR4. Including: 


• FM / AM radio with memory for 5 presets 


• ActiveBass™ 2.1 sub-woofer and powerful 2 inch speakers 
- make your tunes fill the room 

• Charges any dock connector iPod, connects to other MP3 players 

• 2 alarms with Sleep option • Ambient LCD display with Dimmer 

Available at selected Dick Smith, Harvey Norman and Bing Lee stores 



* s , 

□3 

EE 


r 0 * 


j 


FREE YOUR TUNES 



Disruptive Australia Pty Ltd, Suite 12,133 Alexander Street, Crows Nest, Sydney NSW 2065 

All rights reserved. GEAR4 and HouseParty are trademarks of Disruptive Ltd. iPod is registered trademark of Apple Computer Inc. 


www.gear4.c0m /au 





incoming call... 


+ 1494436 221 
Answer Call? 


Bluetooth phone connection, FM radio & remote control for iPod^ y' 


GEAR4 brings you the missing link between your iPod 
and mobile phone. 

• Receive and make calls on your iPod 

• Caller number ID displayed on the iPod screen 

• Automatically pauses and resumes music during incoming calls 

• 15 auto scan FM radio 

• Plug ‘n’ play with most Bluetooth enabled phones 
Available at selected Dick Smith, Harvey Norman and Bing Lee stores 


Visit www.blueye.co.uk for more details 


FREE YOUR TUNES 


Disruptive Australia Pty Ltd, Suite 12,133 Alexander Street, Crows Nest, Sydney NSW 2065 

All rights reserved. GEAR4 and BluEye are trademarks of Disruptive Ltd. iPod is registered trademark of Apple Computer Inc. 


www.gear4.c0m/au 





